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red or deserved. They are not on the same footing 
he men of the Revolution, who periled property and 
‘and suffered great hardships for a course of years, 

» paid, poorly clothed, and dismissed at last without 
pensation or means ef support.” 

This is almost the only letter T have received 
i the subject, and it is from a gentleman who 
inly is not desirous of receiving bounty be- 

ring to ancestors, undeserving of any himself. 

mit, Mr. President, that this bill will do to 
rtain class of the officers of the army of the 
volution and their descendants a tardy act of 


Mr. PRATT obtained the floor. 
Mr. PUGH. I: 
ing amendment, with the consent of the Senate, 


the purpose of offering another, which I deem | 


more pertinent, at present, to the discussion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ment will be considered as withdrawn. 

Mr. PUGH. I now move to strike out the 
frst and second sections of the bill after the 
enacting clause, and insert in lieu of them: 

That there shall be allowed and paid, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to each of the 
surviving Officer (or in case of his death to his legal rep- 
resentatives) embraced by the resolution of Congress dated 


ye 2d day of March, in the year 1783, the difference be- | 


qveen the amount specified in the certificate issued to him 


the terms of the said resolution, and the value of such | 


jicate in money at the time when it was issued and 
‘ 
receivea. 


Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I had intended 
to address my remarks to the amendmentof the 
Senator from Ohio which has just been with- 


drawn. I do not know the character of that now 
proposed. Ido not know whether it is designed | 


io attain the same ends—in other words, whether 
ihe object in the amendment now proposed by the 
Senator from Ohio is to prevent the parties who 
are included in the fourth and fifth sections of the 
bill from receiving the compensation which the 
bill gives them, 


Mr. PUGH. I will explain to the Senator. 


My object is, first, to test the sense of the Senate | 
on the class of parties in this bill generally. 


What motions I shall make, and what motions 


those who agree with me may make, in reference | 
to other sections hereafter, must depend, in a | 


great measure, on the disposition made of this 
amendment, 
sted by Senators that the commutation certifi- 
cates depreciated, and that therefore we should 
rescind the contract. I propose to make the cer- 
tiieates equal to’cash—to perform the contract 
iterally. ‘Then [ should like to know where is 
our moral or legal obligation to pay any more? 
Mr. SEWARD. T suppose 


another provision in his amendment: that is, to 
divert the payment from the children of the offi- 
cers to the legal representatives, the executors, 
and administrators. 


Mr. PUGH. That is not the material part of | 


my amendment; but when we come to the subse- 
quent sections making provision on thai point, I 
shall certainly claim that it shall be paid to the 
legal representatives, if at all. 


Mr. SEWARD. That is the present effect. 


Mr. PUGH. Then strike out of my amend- | 
ment the words ** or in case of his death, to his | 


legal representative ;”’ and also the word * sur- 
Viving. 

Mr. EVANS. Before we 
should be glad to know what is the object of tae 
amendment. It is putting paymentina different 
form, the result of which we cannot now exactly 
see; but I ask the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
if this amendment be agreed to, will he vote for 
the bill? If it is a hostile movement intended to 


embarrass the bill, that prest-nts a question very- | 
different from what it would be if it is offered: | 
bona fide to perfect it, to make it perfect, to enable 


it to do justice. 

Mr. PUGH. I will say to my honored friend 
that I conceive it to be my right, as a member of 
this body, though I may be opposed to a bill, to 
make it as little objectionable as it can be before 
Voting on it. 
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I desire to withdraw the pend- | 


The amend- | 


My object is simply this: it is | 


the honorable | 
Senator from Ohio has another object, or there is | 


roceed further, I | 


If there be any force in the argu- | 
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| ment urged in support of the bill, this, in my || 
|| judgment, is the full measure of relief. I do not | 
| say that 1 am prepared to vote for the bill in any 
\| shape, for my mind was a good deal in doubt 
/ until I read the honorable gentleman’s report; 
| batit may be that, with other amendments which || 
|| I shall propose, and other gentlemen may pro- 
| pose, I may vote for the bill. I certainly cannot 
'| vote for it in its original form. It seems to me 
| this is an attempt in good faith to perfect the | 
bill, even though I may not be at liberty to vote 
\| for it. 

Mr. EVANS. Itdoes not seem to me that the | 
difference is very material. If you take off one 
eighth (and all history is concurrent as to that 
being the rate of depreciation) from what the 
officersreceived, considering the captain’s com- 
mutation at $2,400 as the average, it leaves about | 
$2,100, and that is what is to be paid under the 
amendment to each officer. If ypu multiply that 
sum by the whole number of officers, two thou- 
sand two hundred, the result is a larger amount 
than ever can be appropriated under this bill in 
its present form. 

Mr. PUGH. Still the question comes back, | 
if we are paying money upon a contract, let us | 
pay it. If we are paying itasa gratuity, the bill | 
cannot be justified. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
from Ohio allow me to ask the effect of the amend- 
ment that he proposes in regard to one or two | 
things? Since it is modified, it seems tome that 
| it provides for a payment to the officers only who 

are living, and that when no officers are living, | 
nothing is to be paid to anybody—either to the | 
children of the officers or the executors or admin- 
istrators. 

Mr. PUGH. That is disposed of by a subse- 
| quent section of the bill, which, as it now stands, 
| gives the money to the widows and children, and 
| grandchildren. If my amendment be agreed to, 
|| L intend to move an amendment to that section 
when it is reached. 

Mr. SEWARD. I understand the honorable 
Senator in regard to that point. The second 
point on which | wish information is this: the | 
amendment gives no interest upon the amount | 
|| which is to be paid. It pays only the principal 
sum of the difference between the commutation | 
'| certificates at the nominal and at the real value in | 
1793. 

Mr. PUGH. A subsequent section of the bill | 
refuses to pay interest. That will be open to 
amendment when it is reached. The only object | 
here is to ascertain the principle on which the 
whole bill is to proceed. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and taken. 

Mr. FISH desired his vote to be recorded. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iask the honorable Senator 
from New York if he has not a personal interest 














| 





Mr. FISH. I am very willing to answer that | 
|| question, although it is wholly immaterial to my | 
right to vote. 


comes before this body. 
case the bill passes; but, sir, I will say to the 
|| Senator, and to the Senate, now, that if the bill 
|| passes in any form whatever, not one cent of the 
money which will be coming to my father’s rep- 
resentatives shall go into my pocket. I will divest 
myself of all interest init. Whatever may come 
to me shall go to the representatives of the New 
|| York line who served during the Revolution, and 
who will be benefited under the bill. 

Mr. CASS. The remarks of the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Fisn] render it proper that I 
should explain my position to the Senate. When 


calculated to do that justice to the officers and 
soldiers of the Revolution which the country was 


unable to do at the time the services were perform- | 


\j}ed. I said, however, that, being a son of a rev- 
olutionary officer, I had an interest in the passage 
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in this bill? 


I am sent here by the State of | 
New York, and by the Constitution of the United | 
States I am entitled to vote upon any bill that | 
1 have an interest in | 


this measure was first introduced I felt favorable 
to it,as I feel favorable towards every fair measure | 
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of the bill, and could not, therefore, vote upon it. 
But my views have since changed. 

The investigation which the subject has under- 
gone in the Senate has satisfied me that the bilt 
ought not to pass. I do not go into the details, 
for they have been sufficiently examined, and the 
errors exposed in this debate. Under these cir- 
cumstances I am reluctantly compelled to vote 
against the bill, and shall accordingly do so. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Before the vote is an- 
nounced I wish tlre Senate to understand that I 
have the honor to be the descendant of a revolu- 
tionary officer, and, ef course, I am interested. 
If anybody is interested in the bill I suppose I 
am; but I do not feel myself at liberty, because 
of any petty amount of interest I may have, to 
withhold my vote from my constituents. I vote 
for them. If there are objections on this score, 
I wish gentlemen to know it. 

The result was then announced—yeas 26, nays 
21; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Biggs, Butler, Cass, 
Clay, Dodge, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hun- 
ter, Jones of Lowa, Matiory, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Smart, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—26. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell of New Hamp- 
shire, Brodhead, Collamer, Comegys, Crittenden, Durkee, 


Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hale, James, Pratt, 
Seward, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—21. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EVANS. I hope we shall take a vote on 
the bill. Iam ready to vote for it as amended. 
The only difference is, that it will require more 
money now than it did before. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I offered an 
amendment to the bill at a former stage of the 
discussion, in order to bring in the descendants 
| by representation to whatever fund might be dis- 
tributed, without excluding any of them. The 
| amendment was voted down without the yeas and 
| nays. I now wish to offer an amendment, upon 
| which I shall ask for the yeas and nays, em- 
| bodying the same principle, and I have a few 
remarks to make in connection with it. The 
amendment is: in section eleven, line five, after 
the word **them,”’ strike out all to the word 
‘**parent,’’ in the seventh line, inclusive, and 
insert: 


To his issue (the issue of any deceased child or grand- 
child to take among them by representation the same share 
the parent would have taken, if living). 


The effect of this amendment is to bring in by 
representation the great-grandchildren of officers, 
to whom the money may be paid as well as the 
grandchildren, I stated before, that on no prin- 
| ciple of justice, on no principle accordant with 
the ordinary feelings of humanity, could I vote 
for a bill which did such palpable injustice in the 
distribution of this bounty, although it sounds, 
as lawyers say, in some sort in contract. If you 
undertake to give it to the children and grand- 
children, the great-grandchildren are as much 
entitled to come in by representation as partici- 
pators in the bounty which you confer, as the 
grandchildren or the children are if living. The 
only answer that was given to my amendment 
then was, that it tended to fraud. My reply was, 
|| that fraud was more probable as to remote events, 
|| and that a far greater degree of stringency would 
|| be required in the proof, and greater accuracy 

arrived at, as to who were the great-grandchildren 
|| of officers, whose birth woul be recent events, 
I said that if fraud were perpetrated, it would be 
'| more likely to be perpetrated in regard to events 

calling for evidence of what ha — sixty or 
|| seventy years ago, which would apply to the 
children and not to the great-grandchildren of the 
officers. There was nothing, therefore, | thought, 
in the objection to my amendment. There is not 
a State in the Union that does not carry out tlc 
principle of letting in all the descendants by rep- 
resentation. Why do they do it? Because it 1s 
the natural feeling of mankind that the descend- 
ants should come in in that form. : 

A variety of cases in which this section will do 
injustice, if it remains as it is, have come to my 

knowledge, and letters have been written to me 
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in regard to them, One case I will mention—that section which I have paid to i 


of a lady who is a widow with two children five 
or six years old, or perhaps notso much. Her 
husband was the grandchild of a revolutionary 
officer, and would be entitled, as a grandchild, if 
he were living, to his share of this bounty which 
you are about to distribute. He died abouta 
year ago, leaving two infants of the age I have 
mentioned, They are cut out under this biil. 
They are cut out now and forever, because the 
whole fund is to be distributed. This remark will 
apply to other cases of the same kind. Is there 
justice or propriety in this? What reason can 
. given for it? The only one given was, that to 
admit great-grandchildren might lead to fraud. I 
answered that, and | think I answered it con- 
clusively. As to frauds, the danger will be in the 
attempt to palm off cases on fraudulent testimony 
of remote events, and there will be no danger at 
all in reference to any fraud as to great-grand- 
children, because their birth is comparatively a 
recent event, and within the memory of living 
Witnesses, capable of distinctive speak 





| 


| 
; 


The bill as it stands is intended to be a bounty | 


conferred on the descendants of the officers who 
took part in the revolutionary struggle. Looking 
at their merits and all the advantages that we have 
derived from the services then rendered and the 
dangers then encountered, | would go as far.as 
any one in the way of bestowing bounty; but I 
am not willing to violate justice and the natural 
feelings of mankind in giving that bounty. If the 
bill is to pass by any vote of mine, it must pass 
with an amendment which lets in all the descend- 
ants by right of representation according to the 
legislation of every State in the Union, and in 
accordance with the natural feelings of mankind. 
1 ask for the yeas and nays on this amendment. 

Mr. EVANS. 
in one particular, I hope this amendment will pre- 
vail. I knowa single case now of great injustice 
which the bill, if passed as it came from the 
House, would work. General Morgan left two 
daughters. From one of them there are grand- 
children living, and from the other none; and 
there is no reason why one part of the family 
should take to the exclusion of the other. 

Mr. BAYARD. I withdraw my call for the 

eas and nays. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLAY. 
Tam voting for. Will the Secretary oblige me 
by reading the section as it will stand when 
amended ? 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


That all claims which shall be allowed under the first | 
and fifth sections of this act shall be paid to the officer, if | 


alive, and if he be dead, to his widow and children equally; 


and if there be no widow living, then to his issue—the issue | 


of any deceased child or grandchild, to take among them, 
by representation, the same share the parent would have 
taken if alive—and to no other persons. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to say a word in explana- 
tion of my vote. I shall vote for the amendment, 
because, if we are going to depart from the estab- 
lished and fixed rule of pension bounties as hith- 
erto bestowed by Congress, if we are going beyond 
the children, I do not think we ought to stop at 
the grandchildren. 
upon it whatever. But, at the same time that I 

ive this vote, I know that it will increase largel 
the amount which will be 


to vote for it, I shall move to amend it in other 
particulars, 

Mr. FOSTER. 
this amendment will 
which the bill will take from the Treasury. 
will only be dividing the same sum among a 
greater number of individuals, not increasing the 
sum. Ithink the measure is eminently just. It 
is as the bill was first reported from the com- 
mittee of the Senate. The committee of the 
Senate reported a bill which made provision for 
all the lineal descendants of the officers. This, 
in effect, does the same thing. 

Mr. CLAY. I presume there are cases exist- 
ing in which all the children and grandchildren 
of some revolutionary officer have died, and yet 
there are great-grandchildren. That is the reason 
why I said this amendment would probably in- 
crease the amount expended under the bill. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the Senator from Dela- 
ware had paid the same attention to the eleventh 


I should like to understand what | 


I do not see any limitation | 


vaid under the bill. | 
As I am unfriendly to the bill, and do not intend | 


I submit that the addition of | 
not increase the amount | 


It | 


—_ 


As the bill has been amended | 


TTS 


j 


j 
; 


} 


|| class of orphans such as it describes, unless— 
what I never heard before-—an orphan be any- 





seen that this amendment does not reach the 
whole case. That section provides that if the 
| widow be living the amount shall be paid to the 
widow and children equally. Now it may be 
,that some of the officers of the revolutionary 
army married late in life, and left widows who 
are still living. As this bill stands, the amount 
to be paid is, in such a case, to go to the widow 
j}and children equally, leaving out the grand- 
|children altogether; and that will be-the case if 
|this amendment be adopted. Therefore the 
;amendment does not reach the first and main 
| difficulty involved in the eleventh section. If any 


| . ¢ 
| of the children be dead, the grandchildren should | 
'| stand in their place by representation, and take || 


| per stirpes,as the lawyers say. ‘The amendment 
does not reach that case. I desire that an amend- 
ment may be made to cover that very point. The 
section as it reads now, if there be a widow, 
gives the money to the widow and children 
}equally. If the widow be dead, it gives it to the 
children and grandchildren. The amendment 
does not reach the case of a widow now living 
and some of the children dead. 

Mr. BAYARD. [admit that it dees not reach 
that case; but awl understood there was hardly 
a widow living, I did not think it worth while to 
alter the whole structure of the section on that 
| ground. 


j 
| 





alluded equally calls for correction as that for 
which the Senator’s amendment provides. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to such 
a provision as the Senator from Vermont desires. 
I offered this amendment according to my judg- 


revolutionary officer being now both alive. If 
the gentleman thinks proper, he can move an 
amendment to provide for any case of that kind. 





though by no human possibility can there be a 


body but a minor who has lost one or both 
parents. 

The question being taken by yeasand nays on 
the amendment, resulted—yeas 38, nays 8; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, 
Bell of ‘Tennessee, Benjamin, Bigler, Brodhead, Butler, 
Cass, Clay, Comegys, Dodge, Douglas, Durkee, Evans, 
Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, 
Jones of lowa, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, 
Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilson, and Wright—38. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Collamer, Crittenden, 
Fessenden, Foot, Rusk, and Slidell—s. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. I beg leave to offer an amend- 
ment, tocome in after the first section of the bill: 

All claims to be allowed, and paid under this act, shall be 
paid with interest from the date of the commutation cer- 
tificates issued. 

I ask for the yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 9, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Collamer, 
Comegys, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, F 
Seward—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Ben- 
jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Clay, Critten- 
den, Dodge, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, 
Iverson, Jones of iowa, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pratt, 
Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Sebastian, Stidell, Stuart, Toombs, 
Toucey, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, and Wright—35. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CLAY. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the ninth section, which reads now in these 
words: 

That this act shall not extend tu the case of any officer, 


or his representatives, who have received half pay for life 
under any special act of Congress.”’ 


oster, and 


the words ‘‘or full pay;’’ and after the word 
**special,’’ the words ‘or general;’’ so that the 
section will read: 


This act shall not extend to the case of any officer, or 
his representatives, who have received half pay or full pay 
for life under any special or general act of Congress. 


Mr. EVANS. I suppose the Senator from 
| Alabama proposes to exclude those who have 
| received anything under any special or general 
act. The resolution of March, 1783, was a gen- 
| eral act; and by the amendment, if the officers 


ment, and I did not think it probable that there | 
was a single case of a widow and children of a | 


I see no more necessity for that than for striking | 
out in another section the provision for orphans, | 


I move to insert after the words “ half pay,’* 


| because that was not pay for life, but 


Mr. COLLAMER. Thecase to-which I have | 
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t, he would have Il received pay, that is, if they received commuts, 


tion, a oe — a under this act 
suppose that to be the design of the a : 
That is the a of it. . mendment, 
Mr. CLAY. I do not comprehend ex 
honorable Senator’s sunning” actly the 


Mr. EVANS. The amendment Proposes that 


| no officer shall have the benefit of this act who has 


received half pay or full pay under any gpeo.. 
_ or general act of Congress. N Y Special 


ow, the resolution 


_ of 1783, giving the commutation, was a general 
; act. 











Mr. CLAY. 1 will relieve the honorable Sen. 
ator at once. He will see, though, that th 
words ‘for life’’ are here; and hence it does hn 
apply to the commutation resolution of March 
1783. The section will have no reference to it, 
for five 
ears. 

Mr. EVANS. Then it will exclude those who 
came in under the act of 1828; for they received 
their full pay for their lives from March 3, }x9¢ 

Mr. CLAY. It will exclude them. That i, 
my object—to cut them off, because, as I under. 
took to show yesterday, some of them have ro. 
ceived, under that act, already more than ¢} 
half pay for life would have amounted to. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. I wish to 
say one word in explanation of what, I suppose 
will be the effect of the amendment moved by the 
honorable Senator from Alabama. The act of 
1828 granted a pension to the surviving officers 
of the Revolution, the number being probably 
rather small—about two hundred and thirty a 
that time 

Mr. CLAY. Four hundred and thirteen. 

Mr. BELL, of New Hampshire. I find that 
ina — made to the Senate in 1828 by Goy- 
ernor Woodbury, then a member of this bocy, 
the number is stated at two hundred and thirty, 
Perhaps he may have been inerror on that poitt, 
Whatever the number was, however, the surviy- 
ing officers at that period were entitled under that 
act to a full-pay pension fog life, dating back to 
1826. The effect of this amendment is, that the 
descendants of these officers—men advanced in 
life, nearly all of them we must suppose, it having 
been about forty-five years since the commutior 
act passed, although they may have received but 
one year’s full pay, are to be deprived of all the 
benefits of this bill. It seems to me much more 
equitable that they should receive the same half 
pay as others, deducting any amount of full pay 
thatthey may have received under the act of Iss. 

Mr. CLAY. In reply to the honorable Sen- 
ator, I will state that I have ascertained that at 
least one officer who took the full pay under the 
act of 1828, survived according to my recollection, 
until the year 1846. AsI stated yesterday, under 
the general laws of Congress, the widows, if any, 
of len revolutionary officers who drew the full 
pay under the act of 1828, could have drawn the 
same pay from the date of the death of their hus- 
bands up to this time if they be living. If there 
be any such case, any gentleman can satisfy him- 
self, by a simple avitienntion! calculation, that the 
officer and his widow have realized a larger sum 
than the half pay for life would have amounted 
to, beginning at the close of the Revolution. I 
move this amendment, because I say they have 
already — as much ‘as, or more than, wad 
promised them by the resolve of 1780. 

I will remark, while I am up, as another argu- 
ment to prove how far short the estimates which 
have been made of the actual disbursements under 
this act will probably be, the Senator tells us 
that, in the report of the committee that recom- 
mended the bill of 1828, the number of officers 
who would realize that bounty was estimated at 
two hundred and thirty; and yet I tell the Senate, 
from an inspection of the rolls, that four hundred 
and thirteen drew their full pay under that act. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 do not think my friend 
from Alabama will reach his object exactly by 
this amendment. I think it ought more prop- 
erly to come under the third section of the bill as 
printed. 

The principle of the bill has now been changed. 
The Senate has adopted, as the principle of com- 
pensation, the making good to the officer all the 
sacrifices incurred by him by the depreciation of 
the Continental certificate given to him for his 
five years’ full . We propose to return the 
sacrifice thus incurred. But, as the Senator from 
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Alabama very justly observes, many of these 
officers have since received half pay or full pay. 
The third section is the one that requires remod- 
cling. That third section, as printed, reads: 

« That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
vy. when the amount due to any officer has been ascer- 
a 4 as aforesaid, to pay the same as hereinafter directed, 





auc 

Now I propose to strike out the words, ‘ the 
amount received for commutation under the reso- 
jution of the 22d of March, 1783,”’ and insert the 
words, * all such sums as such officer may have 
received, either for half pay or full pay for life, 
under the act of the 15th of May, 1828, or any 
other act of Congress, general or special.” 

Mr. CLAY. Perhaps the Senator is correct 
in his supposition. I willaccept his amendment. 

Mr. PUGH. I suggest to the Senator to leave 
the words ‘‘amount received for commutation”’ 
in the bill. We want them in, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. These words “ for com- 
mutation’? ought not to remain now, because we 


sn under the resolution of thie 22d of March, 1783.’ 


have changed the first section of the bill. That is | 


the very thing weare granting. We are granting 
the amount of the sacrifice suffered on the com- 
mutation certificates, and we say that from that 
amount must be deducted such sums as the officer 
has received either for full pay or for half pay. 

Mr. PUGH. Or in redemption of the commu- 
tation. However, it is not material, as | shall 
offer an amendment to cover it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TOOMBS. TI desire to offer an amend- 
ment as an additional section, to come in imme- 
diately before the present third section of the bill: 

And be it further enacted, That all the soldiers of the 
Revolution who were entitled to eighty dollars under the 
resolution of 1778, shail be refunded whatever losses may 
have been sustained by them on account of the depreciation 
of the currency in which they were paid as compared with 
Spanish milled dollars, to be paid to the Said soldiers, or 
their legal representatives, upon application to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury of the United States. 

By the resolution of Congress of 1778, all sol- 
diers who would continue in the army of the 
United States to the end of the war, fully ended 
and completed, were entitled to eighty dollars. 
At the reduction or the end of the war, they were 
paid this sum in Continental currency at forty for 
one, under a previous resolution of Congress di- 
recting thatit should be paid atthat rate. At the 
time when they were paid, it is apparent, even 
from the records of the Treasury and the scale 
of deprecation on file, that thi8 currency, which 
was paid them at forty for one, had gone as low 
as four hundred for one; so that the eighty dollars 
they got in currency at the rate of forty to one 
was not worth a breakfast. When we are in- 
demnifying the officers, I think these men who 
served two or three years longer, and received 
but the small pittance of eighty dollars in depre- 
ciated paper, should be allowed to realize what 
was promised to them. I have taken the lan- 
guage of the resolution of Congress, which was, 
that they should be paid in Spanish milled dollars, 
or their equivalent. 

We are compensating officers because it is said 
from their necessities they were compelled to 
sell their commutation certificates at a discount, 
although Congress complied with its contract 
with them, as | would have shown if the debate 
had not taken this sudden turn. 
tention to show that there was no scaling—no re- 
peiaticn of this debt to the officers. They are, 


lowever, to be compensated on the principle of | 


the bill as it now stands, because some of them, 
ttis said, in consequence of their necessities, had 
to seli their certificates. Now, sir, look at the 
position of the soldier. He served his seven 
years until the war was fully ended and com- 
pat. He got his eighty dollars in currency. 
t had depreciated to four hundred for one. 
Trusting to the final justice of the country, he 
eptit; and many of the descendants of the sol- 
ters have their currency to-day. ‘Instead of 
paying this debt, Congress repudiated it alto- 
ether. That was the upshot of the matter. 
hose who have this currency in their posses- 
on to-day, received nothing. Congress issued 
it at forty to one, when it was worth only four 
undred to one, and closed the transaction by re- 
fusing to pay a dime. That is the history of 
that transaction. 


Mr. WELLER. Allow me to ask the Sena- 


jeducting therefrom the amount received for commu- 








It was my in- || 


| tionary soldiers. 


| tutions—a fundamental law of nature and of na- 
| ture’s God, and is observed everywhere, that a 


| justice of this amendment. You may say it is 
| small, but it is all you promised, and because it || 
is sniall it is the easier paid. 


| She said she was too poor, and that ma 


| in the Federal Convention, brought that fact to 
| the notice of a delegate in the convention from | 
| Connecticut, and he plead guilty, and justified 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| that Connecticut would not pay her quota. 


| would not pay. 
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tor whether there will not bea difficulty in the | 
way? I think that under the rules of the Senate || 
in the result. If this amendment be adopted will || 
it not exclude a majority of the Senate from || 
voting? Most of us are descendants of revolu- | 
| 
Mr. TOOMBS. fam; and if this amendment | 
be adopted, I do not think I shall be entitled to 
vote on the passage of the bill _ It is a law of all | 
judicial assemblies, a law of all deliberative as- || 
semblies, that no man hasa right to vote upon or | 
decide in regard to that in which he is interested, | 
no matter what he intends to do with his interest. | 
I observe that rule. I differ from my friends 
from Kentucky and New York. No matter what 
they may do with their money, I hold that it is 
an eternal principle beyond and above all consti- 








man shall not vote for an act by which he is to be 
benefited. If this bill shall be so amended as to 
give me an interest, itshall certainly never become 
a law by my vote. 

But, sir, I 


| 
' 


was endeavoring to show the great || 


You agreed to give 
the soldiers eighty dollars. You gave them Con- 
tinental currency. You did not fund it. My 
friend from Connecticut [Mr. Foster] says, that 

the commutation certificates of the officers were | 





scaled. I will give the Senate the history of this 
matter. I havethe law before me. He is utterly 


mistaken as to there having been any such scal- 


| ing, either in the present modern sense of that 
| term oritsancientsense. When Congress funded 
| the domestic debt of the United States, it com- 


‘on no man to abate one jotor tittle. He might 
rave had loan office certificates. He might have | 
kept his commutation certificates payable at six 


| scaled a dime to this de 
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had his own hard earnings, and they authorized 
him to put them into the assumption act; that is, 


| we are excluded from voting if we are interested | to the funding of the debt precisely on the same 


basis as this. The amount eves to the man 
who had furnished his own means for arms, pow- 
der, and lead, or any provisions to the army of 


| the United States, was funded by the State or 


General Government, and the act of 1780 author- 
ized him to come in in the same way. I vindicate 
the honor of my ancestors and of yours from 
this charge of repudiation, by showing that it was 
obligatory on no man to fund. If he found that 
it was better to take sixty-six per cent. in six per 
cent. stock, and thirty-three and one third per 


| cent. in another certificate to bear three per cent. 


interest, re might do it; but they did not require 
him to do so, or affix any penalty for not ge 


it; but here was a security in ease and favor o 
| this class of debts. 


Congress never did take off 
one dime, or scale one cent of them. 


Therefore, I say it is injustice to the country 


| to allege, on this floor, that our ancestors, directly 


or indirectly, api ab or in any other way, 

xt. They put it on pre- 
cisely the same foundation as the poor soldier’s 
pay, and every other debt, that you might fund 
if you wanted to do so. If you preferred your 
security on these terms, you might take it; if 
you did not, you held the certificates, which, at 


| you 
| their maturity, were worth twenty-three shillings 


in the pound. Before 1794, they were worth a 
| premium of three shillings in the pound, instead 
of being worth only two shillings and six pence. 
It is very certain that in 1784, when these com- 
mutation certificates were issued, this Govern- 
| ment had no means to pay except State requisi- 
tions, and the States would not comply with the 
requisitions. Every character of public seeurity, 
at home and abroad, depreciated, especially the 
domestic debt of every sort, no matter how sacred. 
The soldier who did not get commutation, the 


ver cent. perannum, and redeemable in ten years. | soldier who got no half pay for life, and no com- 


hen the assumption act was passed, the new | 
Government had come into operation. Then we 
had money, and we were in this condition: the 
new Government assumed the debt of the old | 


Confederacy; so that these commutation certifi- || 


| cates were a debt expressly assumed by the Con- || 
stitution of the United States; and the new Gov- || 


ernment was in a different position from the 
Confederation; for it was abje to reach the pock- 
ets of every citizen of the United States. 





had been? Not adomestic debt of the United 
States had been paid. We had to borrow money | 
to pay the interest on our foreign debt, on which | 
our existence as a nation depended—held by the | 
Dutch and other people who had loaned their 
money to us. If my friend will look into the 
history of the country, he will find that one rea- | 
son why the domestic debt was not honored was, 
The 
requisition was made, and she would not pay it. 


beenagood reason. Mr. Madison, in the debates | 


on the ground of poverty. It is not worth while 
now to reproach the Government for not doing | 
what those very States would not do. They 





The debt which I now bring to your notice was | 

not of the class of debts which Congress had the 

right to put into the assumption act of Alexander | 
amilton in 1790—the most unequal, most un- 


just, and the basest act upon the records of your || 
No one owning these debts of the ! 
country, although they were payable in Spanish |} 


country. 


milled dollars, could fund them, but a particular | 
class—those having loan office certificates. If | 
you go to providing for the officers who are in- 


| cluded in this bill, L insist that there is another | 
| large class of the soldiers of the Revolution to 


be considered. The Government agreed that the | 
officers and all the domestic creditors, except 
the holders of the currency, might fund their debts | 


| at sixty-six and two thirds cents on the dollar, | 


and get a certificate for the residue which should 
bear interest at three per cent., beginning in the | 

ear 1800. Before that time, they had author- | 
ized the States to settle with the soldier, and | 


| 
: ie j 
account to him for the former depreciation. He | 


|| extend them to every soldier? 
| 
It was || 


true, as my friend says, that the interest before || 
that had not been punctually paid; and what debt || 


have || 


mutation, but only his daily pittance in the ser- 

vice of his country, received, if he chose, loan- 

office certificates, and he was authorized to fund 
| them on the same terms. 

If you are going to do justice, why should 
these particular officers of the Revolution have 
all our sympathies excited for them? Why nat 
Why not to the 
children of those men who bled and died on the 
battle-field, for whose orphanage you gave what 
you had promised their ancestors, in this depre- 
ciated currency which sold for two shillings and 
sixpence in the pound. There is nothing for any 
one but for this favored class. On this question 
| there was a great controversy between the Fed- 


| eralists and Republicans in our early history. 
|| Some of those officers wanted to disband, and 
| 


desired half pay to keep them from doing so. 
They would not disband; they stayed at New- 
| burg. They did not have a monarch, not be- 
| cause such was not their desire, but on account 
| of the republican tendency of the people. The 
soldier of the Revolution preserved to us that 
very liberty which some of its officers at New- 
burg, and who surrounded the legislators of 
the people at Philadelphia, wanted to wrench 
'from them after having wrenched it from the 
| British. Sir, we are not far enough from the 
days of the Revolution to have any Roman stories 
told us about our ancestors. No myths can be 
put upon us now. We cannot start a story, as 
| the Romans did, who were ashamed of their 
ancestors, that their founder was nursed by she- 


| wolves. We are too near the preeny 
eriod for that—all the witnesses are not dead. 
This is a history that I do not care to open; but 
if itis necessary for the vindication of justice, 
and to protect the honor of my country, | am 
ready for it; and let the responsibility lie upon 
| those who come here and ask me to give this 
favored class of officers privileges over the patri- 
otic soldier, who not only fought for and won 
liberty from the British, but even wrested it from 
the hands of some of his own officers. Sir, I 
demand justice for the soldiers of the Revolution, 
who not only won public liberty, but preserved 
it against enemies abroad and at home. 
Mr. EVANS. It seemsto me that the Senator 
will not obtain his object in the particular way In 
which he has thought proper to ward the amend- 
‘ment. It is not true, as 1 un:lerstand the ey 
| of the times, that the sum of eighty dollars which 
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was due to the soldiers who served to the end of re- 


the war, was paid in Continental money. The || ductions that took place in the winter of 1781-82, 
niow-y of which the Senator speaks, and which |! after the battle of Yorktown, and Congress agreed 

sseon in possession, Lsuppose, of hisfather, | to let them off, and they went home to make pro- 
from what has been said in this debate, was what || vision for their families. When they werc dis- 
he received from the State of Virginia to make | charged, the Government paid them in Conti- 
good to him the depreciation of the pay which he | nental money and nothing else. The Senator 
had received. ‘The only evidence I have on that | cannot find that they were ever paid it in any 
sul ject is what | hold in my hands—the resolu- | other currency whatever, except that some got 
ti n) adopted by Congress on the 4th of July, final settlement certificates at the winding up. 

"). 


— eee 
i ne 








{| ee ee See ar 
| 


tesolved. That the Paymaster General be, and he is | Commutation act, it is true that but few of the 


hereby, authorized and empowered to setuic and finally ad soldiers were then in service. The amount of 
just all neeounts whatsoever between the United States |) their roward being so small, a great many went 
nod the officers and soldiers of the Amenrecan army, 80 as | 


to iaciude all and every demand which they or either of | off as soon as Congress allowed them, after the 
oiciude 3 an ‘ ale é Vio 5 . 
them may have by virtue of the several resulugons and acts actual close of hostilities. Every one who was 


} 

! 
of Coazress relating thereto.” a. got nothing but Continental money, and the 
\s Lunderstand the matter—and I have looked Senator cannot show on the statute-book of the 
into it: | have sought for information where- || United States a provision giving anything else, 


ever it was to be obtained—when the army was || until the final settlement, which was when the 
finally disbanded, there was a large debt due |; War was over. Thenthey gave the final settlement 
to them. ‘There was not only the commutation, certificates. Thirty thousand of them were paid 
but $5,000,000 besides were due tothem. There in Continental money. I have looked into the 


was due a considerable sum to the soldiers who | whole history of the transaction, and know this 
| to be so. 


had enlisted to serve to the end of the war; and 
if the Senator will look into the proceedings Mr. SEWARD. It is not my intention to 
of Congress on that subject, he will find that in || detain the Senate with any debate on the subject, 
April, 1783, there was an estimate of the public |, further than to put myself right on the record in 
debt. The debt due the army was put down at | regard to the vote I shall give on this proposition. 
upwards of $5,000,000; the commutation to offi- || This is a distinct proposition to make provision 
cers under the resolution of March, 1783, was put |, for the children and other descendants of the sol- 
down at $5,000,000; the amount due the soldiers || diers of the revolutionary war. In voting for it, 
under the resolution of 1778 was put down at || we should ostensibly stand upon record as doing 
$500,000; and in this way the estimate of the |; what would appear to be an act of justice and an 
yublic debt was made up. act of generosity; and, possibly,a vote against it 
is liable to be construed into a refusal to perform 


if the Senator desires to accomplish his object, 
he should put the amendment in a different form; |, an act so meritoriousas that. I am going to vote 
for according to the history of the+times, as | | against this amendment on a different ground. 
understand, the eighty dollars were not paid in This bill, sent here from the House of Repre- 
Continental money, but in what were called final- |! sentatives, brought before the Government a 
settlement certificates. single and distinct case, which, according to my 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from South Car- | pe appealed to the justice of the country. 
olina does not understand my amendment, He was of opinion with the honorable Senator 
is mistaken in part, and rightin part. I know from Kentucky, [Mr. CRITTENDEN,] who ad- 
some obtained the eighty dollars in both ways— || dressed the Senate early in the debate, that any 
some got loan-office certificates, and others did || amendment whatever to the bill would jeopard 
not. My amendment is to make good the depre- || its passage in the House of Representatives, and 
ciation of the currency in which they were paid. || therefore I agreed with him, at that stage of the 

Mr. EVANS. I know that; but the final-set- || case, in resisting all amendments. I shall for 
tlement certificates were not currency. While [ || that reason now, irrespective of the merits of the 
am up, I will say on that subject, that it has oc- || distinct proposition contained in this amendment, 
curred to me throughout that there was a propri- || Vote against it, for the purpose of retaining the 
ety in paying this debt. When the act of 1828 |, bill, as near as possible, in the shape in which it 
was passed, the soldiers to whom the eighty dol- || came from the House, because I think that is 
lars had been promised were put on the footing || necessary to secure the passage of any bill to- 
of the officers who had served to the end of the || wards this object. I am quite satisfied that if the 
war, and the survivors came in and received their |, friends of this measure shall adopt the amend- 
full pay for life as well as the officers. |ment proposed by the honorable Senator from 

I may add that I suppose the Congress of | Georgia, it will not bring to the support of the 
1783 knew how many there were of them. All | bill one single vote in the Senate or House of 
who know anything of the history of those |; Representatives. I presume, as itis not unfair to 
times are aware that the number who had en- || infer from the remarks of the honorable Senator 
listed and served to the end of the war was very || Who proposes the amendment, and of those who 
small. In some sections of the country there | concurred with him in this debate, that even if 
was not one. In other sections they had been ] we adopt their amendment, we shall not have 
enlisted to serve during the war, and those who || their vote in favor of the bill itself. [Mr. Toomss. 
did notdie in the mean time did serve to the end of || You are right.) And inasmuch as I consider the 
the war. How many of them were there? The || passage of the bill extremely critical without any 
estimate of the pay was $500,000. The amount | amendment, and rendered much more critical by 
was eighty dollars to each man. Dividing 500,000 || every amendment which is added to it, I shall 
by eighty we have a litde upwards of 6,000. | content myself with voting on the principle I have 

| 
| 





this amendment will be only a few more than six || have the sanction of high authority upon this 
thousand. If you pay them all, and if they re- 
ecived, as my understanding is they did receive, || 1783 by the resolutions for commutation, was 
final-settlement certificates upon which they real- || discussed at that time with great heat and great 
ized one eighth, you will have to pay seven || temper, and it was objected then, as it is objected 
eighths of $500,000, 1 remember to have seen || now, that provision for the officer ought not to be 
in the newspapers the other day that the Govern- || made, because the same resolutions made no suf- 
ment had contracted to buy a lot in the city of || ficient satisfactory provision for the soldier—the 
New York for $450,000 to build a post office, and || very same class whom the honorable Senator 
the sum which it will be required to pay these _ from Georgia brings before the attention of the 
soldiers will not be more than has been given for | Senate. General Washington alluded to that 
that lot. I have no objection therefore to insert | objection to the provision made for the officers, in 
it, if the gentleman will put it in such a form as |, these words: 
will accomplish the object. | Rewards in proportion to the aid in which the public 
Mr. TOOMBS. 1 wish to correct the Senator || derives from them, are unquestionably due to all its ser- 
from South Carolina in what seems to me to be | ee sac eeaean sation Sor their axroonaree en 
a great discrepancy in this matter, and which |, bounties which have been paid to them, as their officers 
rows out of his not having, with his usual care, || will receive in the proposed commutation. In others, if 
Poked through it. At the end of the war, it is || besides the donations of lands, the payment of arrearages 
true, few of the men were remaining; for as the || - eels cade tore aeeakaied aaammeoat 
soldiers received so small a bounty, they were | one year’s full pay, which is promised to all, possibly their 
not anxious to serve after the provisional treaty | situation, every circumstance being duly considered, will 


| 
: : . 
The number who will have to be paid under || named; and if that shall, be thought wrong, I 
| precise case. The provision that was made in 
i 
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of peace was signed in 1782, and the various | not be deemed less eligible than that of the officers. Shon, 


} | When they settled with the officers under the | 


January 15, 





Shou} 
a further reward, however, be judged equitable, | Sein ald 


ture to assert, Ho One Will enjoy greater satisfaction 1) 
+ * * “ an 


| mysell.”? ? . : 
| “ But neither the adoption nor rejection of us 

|| tion (for the officers) will in any manner affect. pus, 

| militate against, the aet of Congress, by which thes a 
been offered five vears’ full pay.” ; 


I take precisely the same ground now. 1/)), 
honorable Senator, or any others, think fu, 
provision should be made for the soldiers of 
army of the Revolution, and should briny . 
before Congress, it shall receive as libera} y 
| sideration from me as from any other yy 
_ connected with the Government; but their ¥,, 
| so, or their failure w do so, cannot affect a.) 

the justice of this particular measure; and as 
| human transactions we must necessarily, a, , 
_ general rule, do one thing ata time, and the y), : 
| we accumulate the less likely we are to do ay». 
| thing, I shall be content on this occasion to yoy 
for this bill, leaving the other subject for fuy:);, 


s 


, 





|| consideration under other and more propitioys 
circumstances. . 


Mr.CLAY. The Senator from New York () 
not read far enough. He stopped at the words 
‘**full pay.’? The sentence in full is thus: 

** But neither the adoption nor rejection of this proposi. 
tion will in any manner affect, much less militate agai) st, 
the act of Congress by which they have obtained five yeqro 
full pay in lieu of the half pay for life which had bejore 
been vromised the officers of the army.”’ 

yuoted it yesterday from his own speech, in 
order to establish the position I then assumed, 
that General Washington regarded the five years’ 
commutation of full pay as satisfaction of tle 
half pay for life. 

Furthermore, I wish to say, in reply to the 
| Senator from South Carolina, that my recollec- 

tion concurs entirely with that of the Senator from 
Georgia. I knowthat John Taylor, of Caroline, 
who was himself an officer of the Revolution, 
says that the eighty dollars was paid in paper 
money; and he makes it the subject of very severe 
strictures on the course of Congress, in discrim- 
inating in favor of the offic@rs and against the sol- 
diers, by redeeming in full their certificates, and 
never redeeming the eighty dollars paid in paper 
money, although the faith of Congress was 
pledged by solemn resolve to do so, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from New York 
has attempted very adroitly to bring the name of 
General Washington in favor of this bill. The 
| Senator from Alabama has conclusively shown 
the contrary. The Senator from New York cai- 
not show one werd from General Washington, 
| ora human being in the revolutionary army \e- 

fore 1809, against the commutation. He wag in 
favor of the provision for half pay, to keep the 
| officers there; but General Washington favord 
| the commutation, which is now charged to have 
been a fraud, and forced on them. Senators get 
up here and want to bring the great name of 
Washington as against the commutation, wien 
Washington was in favor of it, and they know \t. 
It is attempted to go to the country, on the plea 
that the Congress of 1783—our Seales a 
| hard, unconscionable, and unjust bargain on these 
| officers, against the Father of his County, ané 
against right. They did nosuch thing. Wasi- 
ington approved it. 

But the Senator says that Washington showed 
that the soldiers then were on as good a fooling 
as the officers. 1 want to keep them so, and !or 
that purpose this amendment is necessary. Ad- 
mit that when they paid the officers certificaies 
for five years’ pay, the eighty dollars compet- 
sation of the soldier made them equal. | w'l 
not disturb the basis on which General Wesi- 
ington put it; but I say, when you pay the office's 
the depreciation of their pay, you cannot carry 
out Washington’s views unless you give the so! 
diers the same thing. If they were equal 9 
1783, when Washington wrote that address \ 
| the army, keep them equal. The pay of“ 
| officer did not depreciate more than that of 'e 
| 
| 
| 








| 
i 





soldier, and therefore you are widening the differ 
ence between them by making up the deficie!’y 
in 1783 to the officer, and not to the soldier. The 
effect of the amendment is to put them on a2 
equality. With my amendment I keep ti a 
ip passu together; I give neither an advant re. 

make no discrimination in favor of the soe" 
but simply provide that he shall have as much 
benefit of the depreciation of his pittance as ‘h¢ 
officer had of his; and therefore I will not at «ll 
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— ort the imputation of having departed from 
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rewards and compensations properly due to all || A bill for the constru 























, | ction of a wagon road from 
*. Shoulg ». wisdom or counsels of Washington. | who were employed in the revolutionary war, || the South Pass of the Rocky Mountains, in 
a tre SEWARD. There is not any misunder- || and all to whom we are under obligation. At | Nebraska Territory, vie Great Salt Lake valle, 
eee ee between the honorable Senator from | least that would be exceedingly difficult; and if || to Honey Lake valley, in the eastern portion of 

: ( ia and myself, though I think it_ likely | it be our purpose so to fashion the bill, l enter- || the State of California, and for che establishment 
‘ \ owe is some between the honorable Senator || tain no sort of hope that the Senate, during this || of military posts thereupon, 
ae Alabama and myself, if regard to the effect li session, will ever accomplish it. It was for Mr. OTERO. 1 ask the unanimous consent 
. > sho areument I addressed to the Senate here- | this reason Ahat I was willing to accept the pro- | of the House to introduce a bill of which previous 
- _ -« and now on the main point in debate. || visions made by this bill, and to protect it, as far || notice has been given. ; 
‘ Br : course, when a bill is supported by diferent as [ could, against all alteration and amendment, || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If gentlemen want 
boat , ~ ators, it is sapported by them under diferent || and thereby to insure its passage. My object || to get in their bills, let the House devote some 
» 2 & -epeets of the case. TI have never attempted to || thus far has been defeated. Be it so. I give up || time to that purpose, and then they will be pre- 
cS S “duce the Senate or the country to believe that || that purpose. A majority of the Senate have || sented regularly. : , 
ir J cjeveral Washington was opposed to the com- | decided against it. It is in vain now to vote Mr. OTERO. Lask that the bill may be read. 
oe a mutation. On the other hand, I think I know that | against amendments for the very proper pur vase The bill was read by its title, as follows: 
nd nn General Washington and his friends in the army | of protecting the bill against amendment. The | A bill making a grantof land to the Perritories 
ly ; fyvored the commutation as a settlement of the || Senate have shown a determination to amend this | of New Mexico and Kansas, and the State of 
#4 -jaim of half pay for life. Nor have I attempted, || bill. Willing as I was to do justice to all who || Missouri, in alternate sections, to aid in the con- 
do i the speech I have heretofore made, to induce || were employed in the revolutionary war as a | struction of certain railroads in said Territories 
. ia s the Senate or the country to believe that the general proposition—to the soldier as well as the and State: : 
af country put a hard bargain on those who took || officer, | was ready to take this bill because it Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to its 
opi chat commutation. On the other hand, [ think I |) made provision for a meritorious class; but now, || reception, unless the House will devote a specified 
Aiuto sid. and I certainly meant to be understood, that || having given up the hope of passing this bill in || time to the reception of bills. I call for the reg- 
“ork did i thought the country did as well in that bargain the form in which it came to us, I must vote on || ular order of business. 
@ Wor ; as it could under all the circumstances in whicla this proposition according to my opinion of its || Mr. I AIN E. Will the gentleman from Ten- 
: i; was placed, considering the constitution of merits, and I must say that my views, asat present || nessee withdraw his call for the regular order of 
+ propos; Congress, the Constitution of the country, the }| advised, are entirely in favor of the amendment. || business, and allow me to report a general bill 
€ Against, absence of any central Federal Government that || I shall therefore vote to pay the soldier whatever | from the Committee on Patents which I wish to 
ive veary? had control over the treasuries of the States; and || balance is due him; for with either officer or sol- || have referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
ad betore that I did not think the Government or the coun- || dier I will not stand and stickle on a mere matter || the state of the Union? 
try was to be censured for not redeeming the || of account as to what is his due. Pay him what | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the House will 
eech, in commutation certificates within the cight or nine || we will, and we have received tenfold by his labors || call the committees for reports, and allow all bills 
sumed, years which elapsed before 1793, when they were |} and services and dangers—yea, we have received || to be reported, I shall have no objection. 
e years’ funded, or for not sustaining them in the market || one hundredfold for every penny we give. It was | ' COINAGE BILL 

1 OF the at their par value. I conceded all that. on that principle I was willing to vote for the bill. | ee ven ; 

; The ground on which I proceeded was simply || [ was not willing to enter into minute accounts | The SPEAKER stated the first business in 

f to the this: that the commutation which Washington || either with the officers or soldiers of that great | order to be the consideration of an act (S. No. 
ecolice- and others had approved, had probably failed || army to whom the country owes its existence. I || 190) relating to foreign coins, and the coinage of 

tor from because the commutation certificates were suf- || was willing to pay liberally and generously to one || cents at the Mint of the United States; and that 
aroline, fered necessarily to depreciate, until the officers || and to all. I desire to make no discrimination || the pending question was the amendment of the 
olution, were embarrassed and ruined, so that the debt of || whatever in rendering justice—generous, liberal || gentleman from. New York [Mr. Ww HITNEY] to 

a paper justice which the country meant to pay them || justice, to all who were concerned in that great | add to the motion to recommit the bill to the 

y Severe juiled to reach them, and was afterwards paid to || struggle. It is on that principle that I have voted. || Committee of Ways and Means the words, 

lis — their assignees. I admitted that I thought it was This bill may not have been exactly right in || “ With ,enstructions to strike out the: eighth 
the sol- right that the Govérnment should redeem these || all tespects. It will not be so when we have section. S 

tes, and certificates by paying the assignees; but still I || amended it. Perhaps the day is past when we | Mr. PHELPS. I was not resent yesterday 
n paper contended that the debt of justice, the debt of || shall be able, by any exact rule, to apportion | when the gentleman from New York [Mr. Wuir- 

wm blood, the debt of independence, remained un- |) rewards and compensations exactly as they ought || ney] proposed his amendment to my motion to 

; paid to these officers who had been ruined by the || to be, to all who were engaged in that great || recommit. As I stated the other day when I 

w York sacrifice of their certificates. That is the argu- ||'struggle. I shall vote, however, Mr. President— || submitted the motion to recommit, it was made 

name of ment which I endeavored to present. I bring it || not intending to embarrass the bill—for the || merely with a view of keeping the bill before the 

I. The back to the aspect in which I originally pre- || amendment now offered, considering that the | House, and with no desire or intention on my 
nee sented it. expectations and purposes with which I voted || part of calling upon the House to recommit the 

eae In regard to this precise question, the honor- || heretofore against all amendments have been \| bill to the Committee of Ways and Means. The 

nngron, able Senator from Georgia will do me the justice || defeated. || bill, together with the amendments recommended 
bad to allow me to state.that I brought forward the Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam satisfied that we shall || by the Committee of Ways and Means, and the 
ve" authority of General Washington now, not for || not be able to get a vote on the bill to-night; and || amendment which I subsequently offered myself 
een ihe purpose of showing that he was opposed to || as the houris late, I move that the Senate adjourn. || in lieu of one of those recommended by the com- 
favor d this commutation, but for the purpose of justify- The motion was agreed to; and the Senate || mittee, have all been printed, and are before the 

- ve ing the vote which | now give meee Hp: distinct || adjourned. | aa es and io wo Bertrnngre re the 
as woposition in favor of the soldiers of the arm Preeptrntennenaeesnncosaabion || Dill was reached, to withdraw the motion to re- 

Re OF iy tema with this bill—that when the scien HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. commit, and to demand the previous question; 

be nee question was discussed in relation to the commu- Dice Bia see kiate which would bring the House to a vote, first, 

‘mgt tation befure,and the commutation to the officers, EAs ms . R |} upon the amendment submitted by myself, and 

Pe or the half pay to the officers, was resisted on the The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer || next, upon the matter reported by the Committee 

© ground that it left unpaid the debt due to the sol- || by the Chaplain, Rev. Dante Watpo. || of Ways and Means. 

- _ diers, General Washington Saenah inne it was Lhe Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | In re int Benny to — — on 

zen necessary for me to present the whole of his'argu- ABSENCE OF MEMBERS. |} ment. ren this bill was reported, in speakit 

Wash ment, or lat be thought wishing to suppress Mr. SNEED, from the Committee of Mileage, e one _o aoe pierced Fagg: 

es something which he had said)—let that stand by by unanimous consent, reported a bill to increase aws Ww uich ma e ee Oil egal ; , 

aga itself, He made the best case he could out of the : 4 sail > of members || 2™ report d as saying that, in the opinion of the 

footing i Rone ; ; the penalty for the voluntary absence of members Dir f the Mint foreie centile 
3 provision made forthe soldiers, and said, however fC af tk Slic duties: whieh wen irector of the Mint, no foreign coins are n 

and for at ms i justice of payi ches pg, silt paola see. age ems rC legal tender in payment of debts in this country. 

Pa, that may be, it cannot affect the justice of paying |} read a first and second time, referred to the Com- || !°8 “a *y <a rr ener 

ant this debt to the officers; and if anybody hereafter mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 1 am, perhaps, wrong in attributing that opinion 

ifieaces shall think it equitable to make a larger and better . : a Sorvall ? || to the Director of the Mint, and therefore | desire 
ympen- ; - || and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be sonebck Cult Ciel eid ba-that cannes. © Bat 
nl compensation to the soldier, I skall be found in printed. || to correct wha en s at respect. DB 

Wash favor of it then; but it cannot affect the present || © Mie SNEED. Mr. Speaker, my colleague on | Tam ene r diac eee 
ar question about the ofticers. ‘That is simply the |} 4, Gommittee on Mileave (Mr. Kexsey] has a || 20 & legal tender. nction betwee 

pence object | had in view, for the purpose of explain- ae: . s . || declaring coins to be receivable in payment of 

* caret a : , 2 : minority report’ which he intends to submit, and | | a j d'the lan@uace made us 

pores ing the votes which might othérwise be under- —F ois tI that leave be || debts and demands, and the language m: e 

ee stood as invidiously di rimi ting in favor of the Pe ne ROY te Die Bont, Late he Be of in the laws declaring coins a legal tender. 
ual in gee US INVIGIONR Y CISCHDNUHANNE 10.58 granted for the submission of that minority re- || Sinn atah fallen, S ae 

1 officers to the prejudice of soldiers. : ; : || Perhaps the Spanish pillar dollar, of a particular 

ross 10 E J port, and that it be ordered to be printed. . Suits itn lenal soaie 

ie Mr. TOOMBS called for the yeas and nays on Ti twp g” gen. A | weight aad fineness, may now be a legal tender. 
o his an ; h dered. -~ aieia a cdaiaail || There were other coins which were prescribed as 
- « . 
of the ls amendment; and t oe shoe, : agreed to. || receivable by ** tale’’—using the exact language 

differ Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have, voted against BILLS INTRODUCED. ll ot tie an: seauieeu ents of debts and de- 

ees allamendments heretofore, and have declared a , _ || of the act itself—in payments of debts an 

es purpose so todo. 1 have done so in the hope Mr. CHAPMAN, by unanimous consent, in- || mands, provided they were of a particular weight 
# Ps that the majority of the Senate would take the || troduced ems of the following oa yr which wens || and eek Lg the — aero 

ie same view I have dune of this subject, gnd en- || severally read the first and a times, and re- | hs sas y me rw Pte: lt nn 

ai deavor to prevent all amendment to the bill, sup- || ferred to the Committee on erritories: ticles | int, are not o e prescr ne cap hampalt med 
a. posing that if we were to open it to amendment, A bill for a further appropriation, and for the | ness, and therefore are not receivable by 

re = there would be a great variety of amendments. completion of the territorial road now being con- || provided in the act. sind tele 

ia the On such subjects as this it is impossible—if that || structed from opposite Council Bluffs, lowa, to hea aes 4 coe aor 8 ited een oie 

“at all our purpose—to measure out now the exact '' new Fort Kearny; and hen t ngress o 
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. . P aig epee ‘ e ae , ae es ea ; 
wescribed that our own gold and silver coin shall |, any others, I hope that the House will, by unan- | The previous 


= a legal tender, it is declared, in so many 
words, that they ** shall be a legal tender.’’ So 
it is in many of the acts which prescribed that 


foreign coins shall be a legal tender, the Congress 
of the United States enacted that those coins shall | 
be a legal tender, using those identical words. | 


Those laws relative to foreign coins have expired 
by their own limitation, or are practically inoper- 
ative by reason of a change in actual value of the 


foreign coins, except in the one coin I have men- | 


tioned, 


Now, the value of certain foreign coins is fixed 


by law, if of a certain weight or fineness; and we 


ef debts and demands. But this, I submit to the 
House, only makes them receivable by the offi- 
cers of the United States at the rates prescribed, 
and does not make them a legal tender in the 


discharge of debts due from one individual to | 
The premium which, for a long time, | 


another. :: 
the Spanish pillar dollar has commanded in the 
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imous consent, agree to entertain a third amend- 


| ment, and let the previous question be ordered, 


and then let the various amendments be disposed 
of. 

Mr. WHITNEY. 1 find that I was not fully 
understood in my reasons for objecting to the 
eighth section. As the gentleman from Missouri 
has stated, it authorizes the Superintendent of 
the Mint, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, to strike medals for associations 
or corporations. Now, sir, this striking of medals 
involves the engraving of the dies. The mere 


|| striking of a medal is an act which any mechanic 
have declared they shall be received in payment | 


It is the 


can perform who owns a proper press. 
ovided for in that 


execution of the dies that is 


| section; and it takes out of the hands of a new 


market, has driven it out of circulation in this || 
country; and what few of those coins remain, are | 


used not as a circulating medium, but as an arti- 
cle of merchandise. . 

There was an objection taken by the gentle- 
men from ‘Tennessee and New York to one pro- 
vision contained in the report of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, which provides that this 
new cent coin shall bea legal tender to the amount 
of ten cents. 


The amendment which I have pre- | 


sented upon my own responsibility, does away 


with that provision, and furthermore, prescribes 


the prectse weight of metal, and the component | 
parts of «he two metals from which it is to be | 


coined, instead of leaving that matter, as recom- 


mended by the Committee of Ways and Means, to | 


be fixed by the proclamation of the President of 
the United States. The reason for submitting my 
amendment was, that in a letter addressed to me 
by the Director of the Mint, he informed me that 


he did not desire to make any more experiments | 
in regard to the component parts of the metal, or | 
as to the kind of metal of which the cent shall be | 


composed, These experiments were prosecuted || 


last summer at the Mint, and the Director is of 
opinion that the cent coinage which I presented 
the other day, and which will be the cent if the 
fifth section is adopted as proposed by me, is the 


have no change effected in it. He does not believe 
that any change for the better could be made by 
any further experiments, and therefore he recom- 
mends that we shall legalize that coin in the 
manner which I propose. 

And now I withdraw my motion to recommit, 
and demand—— 

Mr. WHITNEY. I trust the gentleman will 
not demand the previous question, without afford- 
ing me an opportunity to test the sense of the 
House on an amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. As the gentleman desires it, I 
will not. 

Mr.WHITNEY. Ido not believe that the hon- 
orable gentleman who reported this bill has any 
particular desire to pass the eighth section. The 
amendment which he proposes to the legitimate | 


| 
| 
best which can be devised, and that he desires to | 


feature of the bill renders that portion of the bill || 


eatisfactory to me. I could support it. I think | 
the bill, if adopted, will be an advantage to the 
currency of the country; but, with my views of | 
the result which this eighth section will produce 
upon the artistic industry of the country, I can- 
not vote for it. If that section is stricken from 
the bill, it shall have my hearty support. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will say that! do not think 
that the eighth section will have the effect which 

e gentleman from New York seems to think. 
The eighth section is the one which provides that 
the Secretary of the Treasury, under such rules 


and regulations as he may-from time to time es- | ho 


class of artists of this country that encouragement 
which the Government ought rather to extend to 
them. That is my objection to this clause of 
the bill. But, sir, in addition to this, the eighth 
section absolutely prostitutes a department of the 
Government into a common work-shop, in com- 
petition with the mechanics of our land. It pro- 
vides that this work shall be done for a price; and 
it provides that the paltry profits to be derived 
from it shall be paid into the public Treasury. I 


repeat, therefore, it is prostituting a department 


of the Government into a competition with the 


mechanics of the country. The medallion art, 


as I suggested yesterday, is yet in its infancy 
here; yet I do not hesitate to say that there are 
artists outside of the Mint far superior in talent— 


_ if we may judge from the designs and impressions 


on the national coin—to any that are to. be found 
inside of it, in the employment of the Govern- 
ment. Parties desirous of obtaining good medals 
would naturally look to the Mint as the source 
of the finest talent in the peculiar art, yet obtain, 
perhaps, an inferior article at a higher price; 


| while the superior artist outside will be deprived 





| 


1 


of the employment to which his genius entitles 
him. I trust that the House will consent, as the 
gentleman from Missouri has kindly suggested, 
that this eighth section be dropped from the Jill, 
and the previous question called. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from New 
York misapprehended me, if he thinks that I con- 
sented to strike out this section. I only suggested 
that I hoped unanimous consent would be given 
to the gentleman from New York to have his 
amendment entered; but I did not assure him, 
nor did I mean to be understood by the House, 
that I was in favor of striking out the eighth 
section. 

Mr. WHITNEY. 
the matter submitted to the House. 

There being no objection, Mr. Wuitney’s 
amendment was received as follows: 

Strike out the eighth section of the bill, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, 'That the Secretary of the 


Treasury, under such rules and regulations as he may 
from time to time establish, shall have power to authorize 


| and require medals to be struck at the Mint for the several 
| States, incorporated companies, and societies that may 
| apply for them, at a reasonable price for the labor and ma- 


terials, striking two copies, in bronze, for a cabinet of 
medals to be kept in the Mint; and out of the profits obtain 
duplicate copies, in bronze, for said cabinet, of all medals 
whicl®have been struck at the Mint. The accounts of the 
medals shall be rendered quarterly, and the profits paid into 
the Treasury, and appear in the annual reports. 


Mr. PHELPS. There is one clerical error 
in the bill which I desire to have corrected. It 
is in the amendment repurted by the Committee 
of Ways and Means to the seventh section of the 
bill. It is the omission after the word ‘‘ Treas- 


_ury,’’ at theend of that section, of the words “ for 


tablish, shall have power to authorize and require || 


medals to be struc 
States, incorporated companies and societies that 
may apply for them, the persons so applying for 
the medals paying the expenses of the 

of striking the medals from the dies. 
substance of it. I admitthat I have no particular 
feeling on the subject, and am aware that the 
amendment which the gentleman from New York 
{Mr,. Wuirney] proposes cannot now be received, 
beeause of the amendment which I have submitted; 
but, with the desire of accommodating him and 


| 
| 


exchange as aforesaid.’’ It ought to be added. 

That is the evident importof the section. These 

words perhaps were omitted in the amendment 

as submitted by me in the hurry of copying. It 

is a clerical error and ought to be corrected. I 
it will be corrected. 

‘here being no objection, the amendment was 


at the Mint for the several made so as to make the section read: 


Sec. 7. and be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
to pay out the said cent at the Mint in exchange for any of 


ies and | the gold and silver coins of the United States, and also in 
That is the || exchange for the former copper coitis issued ; and it shall 


be lawful to transmit parcels of the said cents, from time 
| to time, to the assistant treasurers, depositaries, and other 
| officers of the United States, under general regulations 


= by the Director of the Mint, and directed by ‘the 
re 


tary of the Treasury, for exchange as aforesaid. 
Mr. PHELPS. I now move the previous 


question. 


I shall be satisfied to have | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 











‘cent shall cease. 





January 15, 


es 


—— ——. 


uestion was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 


The question was first taken on Mr. W 
amendment to strike out the eighth 
it was agreed to. 


The question was then taken on Mr. P 
amendment, as follows: 


Strike out the fifth section of the amendme 
by the Committee of Ways and Means 
lows: 

Sec. 5. “nd be it further enacted, That from and afte 
the passage of this act, the standard weight of the ce : 
coined at the Mint shall be seventy-two grains, or ia 
twentieths of one ounce troy, with no greater deviation 
than four grains in each piece ; and said cent shall be co, : 
posed of eighty-eight per centum of copper and twelve vs 
ecentum of nickel, of such shape and device as 
fixed by the Director of the Mint, with the a 
the Secretary of the Treasury: and the coina 


HITNEy’s 
Section; and 


HELPs’s 


Nt proposed 
» and insert as fo), 


per 
may be 
Pprobation of 
ge of the hag 


Mr. PHELPS. That isan amendment which 
I have submitted on my own responsibility; but 
it really ought to be adopted. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the amend. 
ment as amended was adopted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I shall ask, when 
these amendments are got through with, that the 
bill be all read as engrossed, so that we can know 
what we are to vote for. 

The remaining amendments reported by the 
Come. of Ways and Means were ‘they 
adopted. 


_ The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was read the third time, as fo). 
lows: 


An act relating to foreign coins, and to the coinage of cents 
at the Mint of the United States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
the pieces commonly known as the quarter, eighth, and 
sixteenth of the Spanish pillar dollar, and of the Mexican 
dollar, shall be receivable at the Treasury of the United 
States, and its several offices, and at the several post offices 
and land offices, at the rates of valuation following—that is 
to say, the fourth of a dollar, or pieee of two reals, at 
twenty cents; the eighth of a dollar, or piece of one real, 
at ten cents; andthe sixteenth of a dollar, or half real, at 
five cents. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That the said coins, 
when so received, shall not again be paid out, or putin 
circulation, but shall be recoined at the Mint. And it shail 
be the duty of the Director of the Mint, with the approval 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, to prescribe such regula- 
tions as may be necessary and proper to secure their trans- 
mission to the Mint for recoinage, and the return or distri- 
bution of the proceeds thereof, when deemed expedient, 
and to prescribe such forms of account as may be appro- 
priate and applicable to the circumstances : Provided, That 
the expenses incident to such transmission or distribution, 
and of recoinage, shall be charged against the account ol 
silver profit and loss, and the net profits, if any, shall be 
paid, from time to time, into the Treasury of the United 
States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all former acts 
authorizing the currency of foreign gold or silver coins, and 
declaring the same a legal tender in payment for debts, are 
hereby repealed ; but it shall be the duty of the Director of 
the Mint to cause assays to be made, from time to time, of 
such foreign coins as may be known to our commerce, to 
determine their average weight, fineness, and value, and to 
embrace in his annual report a statement of the results 
thereof. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
passage of this act the standard weight of the cent coined 
atthe Mint shall be seventy-two grains, or three-twentieths 
of one ounce troy, with no greater deviation than four 
grains in each piece; and said cent shall be composed of 
eighty-eight per centum of copper and twelve per centum 
of nickel, of such shape and device as may be fixed by the 
Director of the Mint, with the approbation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury; and the coinage of the half cent shall 
cease. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enasted, That the Treasurer of 
the Mint, under the instruction of the Director of the Mint, 
with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall, 
from time to time, purchase from the bullion fund of the 
Mint the materials necessary for the coinage of such cent 
piece, and transfer the same to the proper operative officers 
of the Mint, to be manufactured and returned in coin. And 
the laws in force relating to the Mintand the coinage of the 
precious metals, and in regard to the sale and distribution 
of the copper coins, shall, so far as applicable, be extended 
to the coinage herein provided for: Provided, That the net 
profits of said coinage, ascertained in like manner as |S 
prescribed in the second section of this act, shall be trans- 
ferred to the Treasury of the United States. s 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
to pay out the said cent at the Mint in exchange for any 0! 
the gold and silver coins of the United States, and also in 
omar for the former copper coins issued ; and it s)all 
be lawful to transmit parcels of the said cents, from time 
to time, to the assistant treasurers, depositaries, and other 
officers of the United States, under general regulations 
aves by the Director of the Mint, and approved by the 

ecre of the Treasury, for exchange as aforesaid. 

Sec. 7. nd be it enacted, That hereafter the 
Director of the Mint shall make his annual report to the 
Secretary of the Treasury up to the 30th of June in each 
year, so that the same may appear in his annual report to 
Congress on the finances. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. So far as I under- 
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stand ‘this bill, I believe it to be right. There is | Also that the Senate had passed the following | 


vision of it, however, which it seems to 


one pro il be difficult, if not impossible, to have 


me it W! 
execulec ; : 
throughout the country. The bill provides that 


the fips and levies, as they are called here, and | 
the Spanish and Mexican quarters, shall be re- | 


ceived at five, ten, and twenty cents respectively, 
and when received, shall not again be paid out 
by any Officers of the Government. hat, of 
course, includes the postmasters of the Union. 
Now, there are many postmasters who will not 
take in more than half a dozen or so of those 


coins, and if this bill becomes a law, they will 


ass them again. What are they | 
not be able to p Pp Y || In making that remark, at which the gentleman 


to do with them ? Must they send them to the 
Treasury? There should be some way provided, 
jt seems to me, by which these postmasters may 

et rid of their small amounts of these depre- 
ciated coins without violating the law. 


Mr. PHELPS. There is a ready answer to | 


» gentle , jection. i | A 
the gentleman's objection. After this act shall | gentleman differently. I am glad to find his sup- | 


have passed and been promulgated, these officers 
will not receive these coins. 
vides that they may receive them at the price fixed. 
if they are received, they will be transmitted to 
the usual depositary within the State for the post 
office revenue; and, as I understand it, this bill 
requires regulations to be made for that purpose. 
I think there will be no difficulty such as is sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Tennessee. | have 
risen for the purpose of demanding the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As I understand 
the bill, it makes it the duty of the officers of the 
Government to receive these coins. It is not at 


their option, but they must receive them at the || 


valuation fixed by the bill. If the bill were 
amended so as to provide that they shall not be 
paid by any officer of the Government except by 
postmasters, it would perhaps be well. They 
would then find their way to larger places, and 
finally go out of circulation altogether. 

Mr. PHELPS. As the bill came to us from 
the Senate, it provided that these coins should be 


received at the price therein specified. It also pro- | 


vided that they should be a legal tender for a cer- 
tain period of time. There was also another 
provision, that they might be exchanged at the 
Mint for new cents at their nominal value. Thus, 
in fact, three values for these depreciated coi s 
would be established. In the case of the quarter 
its value would be fixed at twenty cents, and at 
twenty-five cents, and then there is its value as 
bullion. And, in my judgment, if this bill is 
passed, these coins will be driven to the melting- 
pot there to be recoined. They will be sent to 
the Mint, and there sold as they are now sold at 
their value as bullion, and the silver manufacturers 
throughout the country will buy them up to use 
in their silverware. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
will allow me, I will move an amendment provid- 
ing that the postmasters may pay out these coins 
at the price at which they received them. I think 
there will be no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I prefer the bill as it is, and 
therefore insist on the call for the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put; and being 
put, the bill was passed. 

Mr. PHEUPS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicksns, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed bills of the following 
titles, in which he was directed to ask the con- 
currence of the House: . 

Anact (S. No. 350) for the relief of Dr. Charles 
D. Maxwell, a surgeon in the United States Navy; 

An act (S. No. 399) for the relief of Charles 
McCormick, assistant surgeon in the United 
States Army; 


An act (S. No. 439) to authorize the settlement 
of the accounts of Luther Jewett, late collector 


of the district of Portland and Falmouth, in the 

State of Maine; and 

nit act (S. No. 443) for the relief of Edward 
arte, 


THE CONG 





|, and which, if passed, will be violated | 


|| understand that the gentleman ftom 
|| [Mr. Rust] has considered aremark made by me 


The bill only pro- | 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 





An act (No. 365) for the relief of Charles L. | 
Denman; and 


Nye. 
Also that the Senate had disagreed to the 


|| amene ent of the House of Representatives to bill 
|| (S. No. 296) for the relief of Sally T. Mathews. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. oe I 


rkansas 


| on the day before yesterday, as insulting to him. 


| took offense, it was by no means my intention to 
| sult him by casting imputations on his veracity 
| or otherwise; and I regret that the gentleman 
should have supposed me to have any such inten- 
| tion, which I frankly disavow. 

Mr. RUST. I certainly had understood the 


| posed purpose disavowed, which disavowal is 
| accepted as entirely satisfactory. 

| CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF CONGRESS. 

| The SPEAKER stated the next business in 


| gent expenses of Congress, and that the pending 
| to the Committee of Ways and Means, on which 


entitled to the floor. . 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. How much of the 

|| morning hour remains unexpired ? 

| The SPEAKER. Half an hour. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move, then, that 

|| the rules be suspended, and the House resolve 


state of the Union. 
|| THE TARIFF. 


|| The motion was agreed to; and the House 
| accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasu- 
BURN, Of Maine, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the special order, being the bill 
(H. R. No. 566) reducing the duty on imports, 
and for other purposes. 

| Mr. KEITT, briefly adverting to the bill under 
consideration, expressed his opposition to a free 
list, contending that the adoption of such a list 
would render it necessary to that extent to impose 
additional duties upon the articles taxed. He 
then proceeded to discuss the slavery question, 





| arguing that the tendencies of the time were to 
| Sectional organizations. 
sovereignty’’ as a most dangerous, mischievous, 
'and demoralizing doctrine, being neither more 
nor less than that those who might ‘* squat’’ in 
the Territories possessed the right to confiscate 
| the property of citizens of the States. He held 
| that slavery existed anterior to law, and in this 
| connection reviewed the history of that institu- 
| tion from its earliest existence to the present time. 
| Assuming that the continued agitation of the 
| slavery question tended to a dissolution of the 
| Unien, he examined the resources of the South, 
' and contended that she did not lack population, 








| 


| sources. 
| Mr. BLISS obtained the floor, and said: The 
| gentleman from South Carolina has succeeded in 
\| showing that the world, from its earliest origin, 
| has been subject to rapine and blood, and he has 
also succeeded in accounting for the fact that 
| those brilliant little Republics that adorned the 
world in our earlier ages, soon fell and faded 
| from existence, because their institutions were 
| founded upon force rather than law. He has 
} also shown us that as civilization has advanced, 
| 





| the civilized portions of the world, except his | 


| 


|| own beloved Arabs, are turning their attention to 
\' the amelioration of labor. Had I not, before 
{| this, marked out the course of remark which I 
| to take the rich text which has been furnished 
me by the gentleman who has just taken his 
seat; but I had intended some days since 








Mr.STANTON. [ rise to a question of order, 


and it is in reference to the nature of this dis- 
cussion in the committee. It seems to me that 
there should only be discussion upon the busi- 


) | | ness before the committee. 
|| bill and joint resolution of the House: 


| 
} 
i 
| 


| order to be the consideration of a bill (H. R. No. | 
|| 608) to regulate the disbursements of the contin- || 


| question was on the motion to recommit the same | 


| the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] was | 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the || 


He regarded ‘ squatter || 


| territory, commercial facilities, nor material re- | 


| intended to follow I should be glad, at this time, | 











The question has to 
| be made some time, and I prefer to make it upon 
| & personal friend and colleague, rather than upon 


|) any one else, 
Joint resolution (No. 23) in favor of J. W. || 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I hope the gentleman from 

| Ohio will not undertake to apply the gag, when 
general debate has been aliowed to such an extent 

| to gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber. 

| Mr. STANTON. Well, I give notice that I 
shall raise the question when my colleague has 
delivered hisspeech. [Cries of ‘* Raise it now!’’ 
** Raise it now !”’ 

| Mr.STANTON. Well, I will make it now, 
as that seems to be the wish of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair understands 

that the point is, that general debate upon the 
bill now ca the committee is not in order. 
The Chair understands that it was so decided the 
day before yesterday by the gentleman who then 
occupied the chair, [Mr. H. Marsmatt,] and 
that that ruling was acquiesced in by the com- 
|| mittee. Therefore, the Chair holds that general 
discussion is not in order. 
|| Mr. GIDDINGS. Do I understand the Chair 
|| to decide that general discussion of the slavery 
|| question is not in order, when three gentlemen 
|, upon the other side of the Chambér have dis- 
|| cussed it? 
The CHAIRMAN. It was held, the day 
| 
|| before yeste:day, as the Chair understands, by 
the gentleman who then occupied the chair, that 
general discussion was notin order, and that de- 
cision was acquiesced in by the committee. If 
the question had been raised when the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. Keirt] was upon the 
|| floor, the Chair would have held, as he now does, 
|, that general discussion is not in order. 
| Mr. WADE. lL appeal from the decision of 
| the Chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not understand that 
| any such decision was made the day before yes- 
terday by the gentleman who then occupied the 
| the Chair. I do not understand that he made any 
| decision at all. He indicated his opinion upon 
| that point, but the point was not pressed, and no 
|| decision was made. And, in proof of the cor- 

rectness of my assertion, general debate was 
|| immediately resumed by the gentleman from 
‘| Maryland, [Mr. Bowir,] who discussed the sla- 
|| very question and other matters referred to in the 
|| President’s message. 
|| Mr. BOYCE. I suggest that the gentleman 
|| from Ohio be permitted to proceed by unanimous 
|| consent. 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. The question had better be 
' decided ndw, one way or the other. ' 
| Mr. BOWIE. We can overrule the decision 
| of the Chair. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would like to 
| know what the decision of the Chair is. 
| 


| 
| 
| 


The CHAIRMAN. Inasmuch as it was held 


| then occupying the chair, that on this bill general 

|| discussion was notin order, but that debate must 
| be confined to the question before the committee, 

|| the Chair will now regard itself as bound by that 

|| decision, and therefore rules that general discus- 

|| sion is not in order on the question. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe there 

| has been an appeal from that decision. 

| TheCHAIRMAN. An appeal has been taken; 

|, and the question now is, whether the decision of 

| the Chair shall stand as the judgment of the com- 
|. mittee? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The question, I 

| presume,is debatable. The debate has not been 

| terminated on this bill, and I apprehend that this 

|| question ought to be discussed. 

|| Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (in his seat.) It is not 
debatable. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is debatable. 

| Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 1 would state to the 
gentieman from Tennesse? that the question is 
not debatable for the reason that you cannot inter- 
rupt a gentleman in the middle of a speech, and 
raise a discussion on collateral questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 

|| the point made by the gentleman from Serene 
is well taken. The only question, therefore, be- 

fore the committee is, as to whether the decision 

of the Chair is to be sustained by the committee. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ know this: that 

\|-it is against all the practice of the House. 

| Mr.H.MARSHALL. Asamatter of justice 





Pee aes we eerer ee ee 


ee ae 


enn eee oe 


mn 
ees Sea 





i‘ 


—— 
to the gentleman who occupied the chair a day or 
two ago, permit me to say, that the decision 

ferred to was not made. The point was not 
made. The gentleman who then occupied the 
chair suggested, in answer to an inquiry by the 
gentioman from Maryland, [Mr. Bowie,] that 
should the point be made, he would so decide, 
and that should the committee prefer the other 
course, they would indicate that preference by 
not making the point. The point was not made, 
and there was no decision; so that the Chair now 
must make it on its own authority, and not on 
that of the gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood 
the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Orr} 
to give notice at that time, that on the decision 
which the Chair made, he should—after the gen- 

.tleman then on the floor should have concluded 
his remarks—make the point of order; and the 
Chair understood that it was acquiesced in b 
the committee. The question now is, *‘ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment 
of the committee 7?” 

Mr. STANTON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHAFFEE 
and TatspogrT were appointed, 


The House was divided; and the tellers re- | 


eg iy he 57, noes 68. 
So the de 
general discussion decided to be in order. 
Mr. BLISS then made an argument ofan hour’s 


length against the extension of slavery, and || 


maintained the constitutional power of Congress 
to exclude that institution from the Territories. 

[See Appendix for these speeches. } 

Mr. MAXWELL next obtained the floor, but 
yielded to 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL, who moved that the 
committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Gippines 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 


Mr. Wasusvurn, of Maine, reported that the || 
, Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union || . c | 
had had the Union generally under consideration, || POS, Were discharged at the last session after 


and particularly the special order, being a bill | 


(H. R. No. 566) reducing the duty on imports, 
and for other purposes, and had come to no res- 
olution thereon. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
and papers in the case of James McCall, and that they be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PAINE. i would appeal to the gentleman 
from Tennessee to withdraw fis motion toadjourn 
until I ean report from the Committee on Patents, 
for reference to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, a general.bill on the sub- 
ject of patents, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is always a 


bad time to do business after the committee rises, | 


and I therefore insist on my motion to adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and the House (at 
& guarter past three o’clock) adjourned. ; 





IN SENATE. 
Faripay, January 16, 1857. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Steruen P. Hunt. 


The Journal of yesterday was readand approved. | 


CREDENTIALS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the 
credentials of Hon. Simon Cameron, elected a 
Senator by the Legislature of Pennsylvania for 
the term of six years, commencing on the 4th day 
of March next; which were read, and ordered to 
lie of the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. BIGLER presented two memorials of cit- 
izens of the United States, engaged in the manu- 
facture and sale of slates, remonstrating against 
the abolition of duty on foreign slate; which were 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of John I. 
Giasson, a lieutenant in the Navy, praying to be 
allowed’ compensation for performing the duties 
of purser to the United States schooner Falcon, 
during the late war with Mexico; which was’ 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THF. CONGRESSIONAL G 


cision of the Chair was reversed, and ; ; vs 
| have had under consideration the petition of | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
| On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 
i 
| draw his petition and papers. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SLIDELL, fromthe Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the memorial 
of the executors of John Armstrong, submitted 
an adverse report; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 440) for the relief of the sureties of Daniel 

| Winslow, reported it without amendment. | 
|| Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 254) 
for the relief of the heirs of Samuel R. Thurston, 
|| late Delegate from Oregon, reported it without 
|| amendment. 
|| Healso, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the memorial of George A. O’Brien, 
|| submitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 


|| 507) for his relief. The bill was read and passed | 


| toa second reading; and the report was ordered 
'| to be printed. 
| PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

|. Mr. FOOT. The Committee on Public Lands 


|| Walter M. Rockwell & Co., asking for a donation 
of land to aid in the construction of a telegraphic 
| line from San Francisco to some point on the 
| Mississippi river, and a petition of citizens of 


| lowa in favor of the construction of a railroad 


to the Pacific, and ask to be discharged from their 
further consideration, and that they be referred 
to the select committee upon the subject of the 
Pacific railroad. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will remark to the Senator that there is no such 
/committee. The petitions will lie on the table if 
not objected to. 

Mr. WELLER. The select committee, I sup- 


| they made their report. I have never asked at 
the present session for a renewal of the commit- 
|| tee, simply for the reason that the bill which they 
| reported at the last session is still before the 
| Senate, now lying on the table, and it is my 
| 

| 


desire at an early day to have the action of the 
Senate upon it. I suppose the memorials ought 
to be laid on the table. 
| Mr. FOOT, Then I make the simple motion, 
thatthe Committee on Public Lands be discharged 
from their further consideration. 
The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. CASS. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. ADAMS. Lask for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. We are now in the last half of the 
session, and there is a great deal of public busi- 
ness to be performed. If there is any particular 
_ reason why we should not meet to-morrow, I am 
unable to see it. 1 have not said anything about 
adjournments over before this time; I have not 
been captious in regard to them; but I want the 
| 
' 
| 


| deliberate vote of the Senate now on this propo- 
| sition. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
_ taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bigler, Cass, Clay, 
, Comegys, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Hous- 
|| ton, James, Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, Mason, Pratt 
Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Toombs, Toucey, Wade, and Wright le 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of New Hampshire, Brod- 
head, Brown, Collamer, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Iverson, Weller, and Wilson—12. 


So the motion was agreed to. 


JOSEPH WHITE. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill 
from the House of Representatives (C. C. No. 
9) for the relief of Joseph White, to report it 
back with a recommendation that it pass. It 
is a bill from the Court of Claims for a small 
amount. The Committee on Claims of the Sen- 
ate have examined it, and think it right. The 
bill had better be put on ite passage at once. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 

roceeded to consider the bill, which proposes to 
direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to 


oO 


LOBE. 


Ordered, That Roswell W. Haskins have leave to with- | 














Joseph White $561 02, for the amount of mone 

by mistake omitted to be credited to him as Nar. 
Agent, in settling his accounts at the Treasury” 
‘| ‘Phe bill was reported to the Senate Withone 
; amendment, ordered to a third reading \y 





January 16, 


: read the 
| third time, and passed. , 


AMOS B. CORWINE. 


| Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate take 
| up the bill (H1. R. No. 381) for the relief o 
|| B. Corwine. 
|| Mr. BRODHEAD. This is private bill doy 
| and I think we had better take up the Private ¢,)' 
_endar in its order. I believe the bill referred a 
|| by the Senator from California will be reached 
|| in due time. 
| Mr. WELLER. A bill reported by the Sep. 
| ator from Pennsylvania has been acted on out 
| of its order, and I do not know why we should 
| proceed differently now. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chai: 
| willremark, that the order making Friday priyats 
bill day expired with the last session. Ther is 
| no existing order on that subject. 
|| Mr. Wexter’s motion was agreed to; and the 
|| Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro. 
| ceeded to consider the bill. Its object is to diree, 


| to pay to Amos 


f Amos 





| the Secretary of the Treasur 
| B. Corwine $27,804 33, in full compensation fo, 
moneys expended by him in forwarding desjj. 
tute citizens of the United States from Panama 
| to San Francisco. 

| Mr. SLIDELL. I should like the report jy 
| that case read. 

|| ‘The Secretary read the following report, made 
by Mr. Knowxron in the House of Representa. 





tives, on the 23d of May, 1856: 

The Committee of Claims, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Amos B. Corwine, late consul at Panama, 
respectfully report : 

That the meniorialist was, during the years 1859, 1851, 
1852, and the greater part of 1853, consul of the United 
States at Panama, New Granada, and in that capacity was 
called upon to relieve the sufferings of a large number of 
destitute American citizens, emigrating to California, who 
were detained at the port of Panama by the insufficiency 
of transportation on the Pacific side, and was required ( 
supply hundreds of his sick and indigent countrymen wit) 
the means of subsistence and with shelter during the period 
of their detention, and ultimately to forward a portion of 
them to San Francisco at hisown expense. The subjoined 
statement of his proceedings, and of the circumstances 
under which he acted, is given in the words of the memo- 
rialist, and is fully supported by the evidence : 

** No provision was made for the indigent sick from the 
United States by the local authorities of Panama, and the 
whole of that burden for a long time fell upon your memo- 
rialist, and so continued, until, aided by several of bis 
humane countrymen, then residing in Panama, your me- 
morialist succeeded in establishing there an ‘¢ American 
hospital’ for the relief of his sick and indigent countrymen. 
But even after the establishment of this humane aud bene- 
fieent institution, the indigent discharged convalescents 
claimed from your memorialist the means of transportation 
to the United States. This he in every instance gave; nor 
could he have refused it without subjecting bis indigent 
fellow-citizens to all the horrors of pauperism in a strange 
land, and to the severity of a pestilential climate, which 
which would inevitably have produced relapse and probable 
death.”” “ This was illustrated in the month of February, 
1852. It was notin Panama then asnow. Then the enii- 
grant had no facilities. At the indicated time the Isthmus 
was swarming with emigrants. There were several thou- 
sand of them then there from all parts of the United States; 
and as there were only two steamers to convey the mails, 
which were dispatched monthly, and as the scarcity of pro- 
visions and of water-casks rendered ita work of time to 
fit out the few sailing vessels which put up for San Fran- 
cisco, multitudes of the emigrants were reduced by the 
delay to the most desperate circumstances. Starvation 
and disease were to be seen on every hand. Great numbers 
found inhospitable graves, and the appeals to your memo- 
rialist were too strong for him toresist. It was a case above 
the statute law. Humanity demanded of your memorialist 
to interpose; and standing, as he did, as the representative 
of his country, if he had refused relief he must bave en- 
countered the deserved censure of his Government ani of 
the civilized world.” é 5 

Submitting to the imperative necessity described in this 
recital, the consul fitted out a vessel, and forwarded to 5a0 
Francisco two hundred and twenty-three destitute passel- 
gers, at an expense, defrayed wholly by himself, of twenty- 
seven thousand eight hundred and four dollars and thirty- 
three cents, ($27,804 33.) ; 

Your committee consider this a case strongly appealing 
to the justice end liberality of this Government. Mr. Cor- 
wine’s officiai position threw such responsibilities upon 
him that he had no choice but to relieve the necessities of 
his suffering countrymen. ‘To refuse was to witness them 
perishing of starvation and exposure in the streets of 4 
foreign city. He should be remunerated by the return of 
his actual disbursements. There can be no general law 
providing for such cases; when they arise, they must be 
submitted to Congress, which, in the exercise of a cautious 
discrimination, will provide such relief as is consistent with 
a humane regard for our citizens when overtaken by sudden 
calamity abroad, and with justice towards those national 
agents by whom they may have been rescued from distress, 
and in many cases from death. 
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1857. 
The repayment of the advances made by Mr. Corwine 

vives no novel principle. Tt was early recognized by 
ai as been frequently acted upon. It is the 
ine ale as thaton which our acts for the relief of | 
a seamen are based, of which so many are to be | 
; among our statutes. The first of these acts was | 
ced April M4, 1792, and requires consuls to support | 
aners us eases of shipwreck, sickness, and captivity; | 
cen them home free of charge. The act of April | 
is, comprises a precedent which applies very clearly 
vc ease, ‘The act is of an ex post facto character, pro- | 
jor the “reimnburements of such reasonable advances 
we been made, OL, during the present year, shall be 
by tie consuls of the Unwed States,” * * * 
re reef ofsick and destitute seamen in foreign coun- 
~ poevond the sum already allowed by law for that pur- 
+ and the act appropriates $30,000 to meet advances | 
nade. [tis apparent, trom the wording of this law, that | 
vn consis had taken the responsibility of relieving | 
Hyap destitute fellow-citizens abroad, out of their own pri- 
yae funds, supporting them in sickness, and sending them | 
home in sudden emergencies, which had deprived them 
\ 


in 
Congress. 


the means of aiding themselves. Ln May, 1794, a private 
i was passed, and became a law, compensating Fulwar 
swith for relieving the wants and facilitating the return 


Skiy 


or certain American citizens from ports in the West Indies. 
i; would be useless to multiply citations of cases illustrating | 
and confirming the policy of the Government in this partic- 
yiar. (tis, in brief, to reimburse consuls for actual advances | 


made by them for the relief of sick and destitute American 
ovizens Within their consulates, temporarily absent from 
‘hear country, and Wishing to return. 
“The more general principle may be stated to be, that 
every Government takes care of its destitute subjects or 
»yons abroad, at least so far as to enable them to return 
sive homes. Inthe ease of the suffering emigrants at 
Panama, the local government did not recognize their 
clauns, and the consul was necessarily the agent of their 
own Government in administering that protection which 
their helpless situation required, 

So remarkable a movement as the emigration to Califor- 
nia, from [849 to 1853, the five years immediately subse- 
quent to the gold discoveries, occurs only once or twice in 
anage. it Was an event in our history. In recognizing 
the exigencies Which grew out of it, and in protecting the 
then consul at Panama against loss for promptly and gen- 
erously meeting the responsibilities which this memorable 
overtiow of American population imposed upon him, the 
ommittee believe that Congress will incur no danger of 
selting an improper Or inconvenient precedent. The com- 
mittee accordingly report a bill for the relief of the memo- 
nalist. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


NAVAL DESERTIONS, ETC. 


On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolutions, sub- 
mitted by him on Wednesday last: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate of the number of deserters from the Navy since 
the 2eth of February, 1855, and particularly of the deserters 
from the crew of the steam-frigate Merrimac whilst com- 
manded by Captain G. J. Pendergrast, together with any 
report or reports made to the Navy Department by said 
Captain Pendergrast, of the causes of said desertions. Also, 
of the causes of the return from the Pacifie squadron of the | 
uptain and commander of the frigate Independence, and | 
more recently, the commander of the sloop of war Decatur ; 
together with the copies of all reports made by the com- 
mander of the Pacific squadron, or any other officer, in rela- 
von to either the said captain or commanders; and whether 
any, and what, action was taken by the President, or Sec- 
retary of the Navy, in relation to Commander Gansevoort 
of the sloop Decatur. Also, whether any other officer o 
the Pacific squadron has been reported to the Navy Depart- 
ment for dereliction or unofficer-like conduct, and if so, 
iofurnish copies of the reports, together with a statement 
of the course pursued by the Department towards such 
derelict officer. And also, whether, since the return of the 
captain from the frigate Independence, in the Pacific ocean, 
an ofheer of inferior e or rank has been sent to com- 
wand that ship; and if of inferior grade, whether such 
course Was in consequence of any, and what, difficulty in 
inding @ captain to order to command said frigate Inde- 
pendence. And also, any report or reports from Captain 
Mercer, of the Brazil squadron, in relation to the officers of 
nd brig Bainbridge, while serving on the Brazil station ; 
and 

Resolved, further, That the Secretary of the Navy be 
requested to furnish the Senate with copies of any report 
or reports from the commander of the East India squadron 
in relation to the resignation of any commissioned officers 
recently serving therein. 


Mr. MALLORY. Mr. President, I dislike 
very much to oppose any resolution which bears 
on its face a proper inquiry; but this is a resolu- 
tion proposed to be sidiiceased by the Senate toa 

epartment of the Government for information; 
and as t clearly see that it will bring information 
before the Senate that the Senate really does not 
want and will not act upon, I am constrained 
to oppose it. If the Senate will give me their 
attention for a moment, I will show that there 
are some five or six subjects embraced in these 
resolutions, and the effect will be to take out of 
the hands of the Department, where the authority 
18 properly lodged, an important element of the 
discipline of the Navy, while that discipline is in 
progress, 

All the information for which this resolution 
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calls can be furnished, probably, in twenty-four || having his name brought before the Senate, un- 
hours. I do not suppose that the Department |! less for some useful purpose. I see no reason 
will be delayed in furnishing it, and [do not think || why this transaction should be drawn out of the 


there will be a particle of objection on the part 
of the Department to furnishing the informa- 
tion. Butas I look at the resolution, and [ ask 
Senators to examine it, it will bring odium upon 
parties to whom the Senate certainly does not 
wish to ascribe odium. The first clause of the 
resolution calls for information in regard to de- 
sertions, as to whether any desertions took place 
in the city of New York, from on board a certain | 
vessel. Desertions take place every day from 
our ships, when men can desert with money of || 
the United States in their pockets. There cannot 
be any objection to furnishing that information. || 
If that were by itself, I should say nothing in 
oo. to the resolution. \| 
ut information is called for as to the causes || 
of the resignation of certain officers from certain || 
squadrons. I will take for example a case where | 
officers have been threatened with a court-martial | 
for inebriety, or any other vice or crime, and || 
they have sent in their resignations, which have || 
been accepted, and those men have gone into the | 
private walks of life, and the matter is entirely | 
done with. Theyare outof the Navy. Is there || 
any virtue in bringing their cases before the Sen- || 
ate, and publishing them here? Is there any good || 
to be subserved by it? Is the discipline of the || 
Navy to be advanced by it? Does the Senate | 
require the information to be spread before the | 
public to the detriment of these gentlemen ? 

I will bring to the knawledge of the Senate a 
case that occurred at the last session, where reso- 
lutions were hastily adopted, and a distinguished 
officer of the Navy was presented here as being 
found in his cabin at one time, in the expression 
of the papers, ‘rolling drunk.’’ It had no perti- 
nency or application to the information wanted. 
It was a needless exposure of a man in the decline 
of life. I regretted it; and | believe the honorable 
Senator who introduced the resolution himself 
regretted it. I say the information wanted here 
can subserve no good purpose whatever, and it 


'| retiring board. 


Navy Department; and in behalf of those who 
are immediately concerned, | hope the Senate 
will not adopt this resolution, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. President, 1 cannot 
but congratulate the Senator upon his felicitous 


| change of feeling, and his increased sympathy 

| for individuals connected with the Navy, since 
| the conduct of the naval retiring board was dis- 
| cussed in this body. The course that | propose 
| to,pursue is very different from that which was 


pursued by the Senator some time since. I wish 
all the facts bearing on the efficiency gf the 
Navy to be brought before the Senate for its con- 


| sideration, not for the purpose of reflecting upon 


individuals, but to enable us to inquire into the 
resent condition of the Navy, which we are 
informed by the Executive of the nation, has 
prospered under the reorganization it received b 
the action of the naval retiring board. If mash 
be the fact, I desire it to be rendered manifest to 
this nation. I was opposed to the action of the 
naval board; but if they have done good, I wish 
them to stand vindicated before the nation in the 
course which they have pursued. If they have 
os efficiency to the Navy, and im- 
proved its condition, as alleged by the Executive 
of the nation in his annual message, I wish that 
fact to be made manifest to the people; [ wish it 


| to be made manifest to the Senate, who have im- 


portant action to take upon the measures of the 
I wish to impugn no one who is 
spotless in his reputation; but if the naval board 
has produced no good effect on the Navy, and 
if it is ina worse condition than it was at any 
former period of the history of our country, I 


|| wish that fact exposed to the eyes of the world. 


if individuals who passed the scrutiny of that 
board, and were retained as examples in the 
Navy, have disgraced their rank, their position, 
and the nation whose Commission they bear, I 
wish the facts laid before the nation. If individ- 
uals have incurred reprehension, such as attaches 





will needlessly expose a transaction which has | 
entirely gone beyond the control of the Navy | 
Department. | 
* Another part of this resolution calls for inform- | 
ation touching the officers on board the United | 
States brig Bainbridge. Those officers are now | 
before a court-martial in the city of Philadelphia. | 
The court is investigating this identical case, and 
to bring it before the Senate, and spread it on its | 
documents, will be needlessly to expose those 


extent. I should regret even to see the case pub- | 
lished in the newspapers of the country, for these | 
officers ought to have the benefit of all doubt as | 
to their innocence while they are on. trial; and | 
for the Senate to interfere and bring the facts | 


before us while they are under the consideration | 


of a court-martial, is unheard of, and cannot 
possibly do any good. 

Another portion of the resolution calls for in- 
formation as to whether any reports of miscon- | 
duct against certain officers have been presented | 
to the Navy Department. You constitute the | 
Navy Department a tribunal, to a certain extent, | 
to judge those reports and inflict such unish- | 
ments as are within the purview of the Depart- | 

Why Are you dis- | 
posed to take out of the hands of the Department | 
this duty of judging of the conduct of officers at 


ment. not leave it there? 


bring them to the Senate? 

I desire the Senate to understand that, although 
thus objecting to this resolution, I have not the 
slightest doubt that the Navy Department can fur- 


nish the information immediately, if itis wanted; || his merits or demerits. 
and I am sure there will not be the slightest ob- || 


jection there to furnishing the information. 
on the part of those officers, none of whom I have 


} 
i 
| 


: ie | 
officers and to prejudge their case to a certain || 


| 
| 


| 
| 
sea, and visiting them with punishment, and } 


to-misconduct in the discharge of official duty, or 
| palpable and glaring delinquency, they have ex- 
posed themselves, and the consequences rest with 
| them. That does not preclude the Senate from 
| an examination into the facts, so far as it may 
| devolve on this body to act in relation to those 
| individuals, either for the present or in the future. 


|| Statements have been made in the newspapers as 


to the transactions in regard to which my resolu- 
tions call for information. Those statements are 
uncontradicted. If they be untrue, let us ascer- 
| tain the facts from an official source, and not 
| rivet condemnation on men who stand justified 
| by their conduct, and have incurred no just rep- 
| rehension. An officer was retired by the retiring 
board, without a trial or a hearing—a man of 
spotless reputation, daring and chivalrous in his 
character and conduct. e was relieved by an 
| officer who has since been recalled. The oflicer 
retired is lingering in disgrace, his family penni- 
less and dependent, and he has all the odium that 
can attach fromacondemnation. While that man 
is unheeded and disregarded, notwithstanding his 
| former services, the individual who superseded 
| him has been sent home, (as stated in the com- 
mon intelligence of the day,) and has been fur- 
| loughed by the Executive, not for temporary 
| inebriety, but for habitual drunkenness. He was 
| at first put on furlough by the Executive for 
awhile, and then restored to active command. 

These are matters proper for the Senate to in- 
quireinto, The man to whom I have just alluded 
may atsome future day be nominated to this body 
for a higher grade, and we may have to act on 
This information is im- 
It is a pretty thing indeed to say that 





rtant. 


But || an officer of this Government can avoid the re- 
|| sponsibility of an investigation and trial before a 


consulted or seen, but of whose case I have seen | tribunal of his peers, by resigning his office and 


something, I do object to this as a most needless | 
exposure. 


uence, they quarreled. One of them, a very 


istinguished officer, of high tone, came home, | 


and has since been assigned to another command. | 
The causes why he was withdrawn are called for. | 
The case is entirely settled. He is a managainst | 
whom no breath has ever been raised in the Navy 


or in private life; and I know he would deplore '' 


For instance, two captains were sent || to ex 
on board the samé ship. As a natural conse- || made by the charges in the news 


going into private life, and then that it is needless 
se him! Sir, the exposure is already 
pers. If —_ 
be true, we can inflict no greater disgrace on suc 
a man than he has recognizedsin himself by his 
conduct. It is due to the nation that we should 
| know these things. There was no sympathy 
| extended to men who had given their lives to the 
service of their country, and acquitted themselves 
honestly and gallantly before their enemies, when ~ 


| 


' 
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they were stricken down; but the action of the 
naval retiring board was vindicated by the hon- 
orabvle chairman othe Naval Committee. He 
sympathizes now with men who were retained 
and indorsed by that naval board, and who have 
proved themselves not only unworthy of its con- 
fidence, but unworthy of the confidence of the 
nation, and have so acknowledged themselves. 
Are we not to inquire into these facts, as perti- 
nent to our duties, and necessary to inform us as 
to this great interest of the nation? I see no 
»rinciple to inhibit us from exercising this right. 
Ve have the right to examine into these mattegs. 

The honorable chairman forgot one !mportant 
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pa At the last session, when the action of the | 
” 


naval 
that it was necessary that an increase of captains 


should take place. Why? 


yard was under consideration, he alleged | 


Because there were | 


| whether remedies can be applied to existing evils, 


not captains enough to supply the different places || 


in the Navy, and men of inferior grade had to go 


forward and take command, being detailed by the | 


Department for that purpose. This was the alle- 
gation then. 
withstanding our present redundancy of captains, 
a commander was sent to the frigate Independ- 
ence to supply the place of a captain. Double 
details it seems are made, for the purpose of in- 
creasing the pay of officers. To discharge the 
duties now twelve captains are necessary, where 
six formerly were employed, and by detailing 
them in that way they get additional pay for their 
rank 


Now, however, we find that, not- | 


I wish to have all these facts presented to us, | 


so that we may see whether it is necessary still 
further to increase the captains in the Navy, to 
give to that arm of the public service that effi- 
ciency which is necessary. All the information 
i have asked for will go to vindicate those who 
have acted well, and to expose delinquencies. It 
is unprecedented since the formation of the Navy, 
that twe captains have been sent home for con- 
duct unbecoming officers or unworthy of their 
command, One captain, at a former period, was 
sent back in 1824, but previous to that none had 
been. Subsequently, and until the present time, 
since the retirements by the action of the naval 
board, no such occurrence had taken place. 
Moreover, sir, the causes of the desertions 
referred to in the resolution should be known. 
Changes have taken place in the discipline of the 
Navy within a few years. Some branches of 
discipline have been dispensed with. Have the 
changes operated been officially or detrimentally 
to the discipline of the Navy? 


These are im- | 


portant questions, and should be answered. It | 
8 important to know the cause of desertions, | 


that Congress may, by legislation, remedy the 
evil, if it be remediable. 


stance since the formation of this Government in | 


which, in the space of two months, from a single 
vessel, no less than over one hundred and sixty 
desertions have taken place?, There has not 
been. 
vessel under the command of an officer who con- 


stituted a part of the naval retiring board; and | 


he surely must possess intelligence sufficient to 


enlighten Congress in regard to the one aud to | 


tell them what has produced the evil of desertion 
that renders our Navy almost useless. With this 
preeedent unrebuked—with the reasons for these 
desertions unknown to legislation, we know not 
where the evtl is to stop. | desire to remedy the 
evil of desertion, and alsoto ascertain whether the 


views of Congress have been carried out in rela- | 


tion to the Navy — whether the naval retiring 


board has really produced that salutary influence | 


upon that arm of the service which is suggested 
by the Executive, 
These are important questions to propound; 


and «s this information, we are assured by thé | 
honorable chairman, can be furnished in a very | 


short period, and as the Navy Department has 
no disinelination to furnish it, [ cannot see why 
a curiosity, Which in itself is natural, should not 
be gratified, when it will cost so litue. Ll can see 
no objection, unless the object be to screen per- 
sous who are responsible for delinquencies, for 
errors, or for crimes, from that reprehension 
which should always be visited on them when 
they have jusldy imeurred ut. I cannot find a rea- 


These desertions have taken place from a | 





| from an extreme solicitude to ascertain whether 
| the persons retained by the retiring board were 


| worthy. 
daring, generous, intelligent, and patriotic spirits 


' ** dotted,”’ by the beneficiaries who struck down 


is a rational, a just, and proper purpose, and one 
that [ shal! insist upon. 

Sir, I cannot understand the idea that indi- 
viduals who have avoided the responsibility of 
appearance before a court-martial by resigning, 
ought not to be exposed; nor can I understand 
that we shall do wrong to any officer whose con- 
duct is being investigated by a court-martial, by 
calling for facts. If other facts are necessary to 
his condemnation, in the estimation of impartial 
persons, than the facts already disclosed upon the 
trial that is now in progress, why not allow them 
to be furnished? I have read the testimony in the 
case; it is before the public; and laying any in- 
formation before this body which is not exposed 
by that court cannot inculpate the individual to 
an extent which the testimony adduced has not 
already done. 

I am induced to offer this resolution from an 
extreme solicitude for the well-being of the Navy— 


its condition has been improved, and whether 
I know that some of the most gallant, 


in the Navy of the United States were remorse- 
lessly stricken down by that board, disgraced, 
and made the scoff of the world, so far as their 
condemnation could be considered a disgrace. I 
trust the result of that action will at least be an 
admonition for the future not to intrust in the 
hands of men—aspiring, unprincipled favorites, | 


a  — 








January 16, 


tinue the pension heretofore paid to Mar Cc 
Hamilton, widow of Captain Fowler Hamtlto;, 
late of the United States Army, was read a < 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of = 
Whole. It proposes to continue the name of og 
Hamilton on the pension roll at the same rate = 
she received under the act for her benefit, approved 
the Ist of March, 1854, to continue during hy 
natural life or widowhood. —_ 
The bill was reported to the Senate Without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PAYMENT FOR HORSES. 


On motion of Mr. GEYER, the Senate pros 
ceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 99) to 
amend an act providing for the payment for horses 
or other property lost or destroyed in the seryicg 
of the United States; and its further consideration 
was postponed until Monday next. 


COINS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the bill (S. No, 
190) relating to foreign coins, and the coinage of 
cents at the Mint of the United States, which hag 
been returned from the House of Representatives 
with amendments, was referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and the amendments were ordered to 
be printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF WESTERN RIVERS, 


On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, the bill (S. No, 
505) making ag me for the improvement 
of the Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, and Arkansas 


parasites, and pets—the power to strike down || rivers by contract, was read the second time, 
men who are as old as the Navy of the United | and postponed to, and made the special order of 
States, who have adorned its annals, who have || the ay, for Thursday next, at one o’clock. 
| given luster to oar national character, and whose | 
/ achievements entitle them to perpetual renown. | 
| The facts show that they were stricken down by | 


men who were culled and picked for particular | 
purposes; individuals were marked, registered, 





those individuals. Sir, it is for the purpose of 


| vindicating honorable men, and the position taken 


| Sitions upon the public service that have dishon- 


| tion, 
| worthy, and the unworth 


| justly merit. 


| objection—on the contrary, that it might be very 
| beneficial to lay before the country the causes 


Has there been an in- || which produce desertions in our service. I there- 


| that information. 


| to bring that information here will do no harm, 


ored and disgraced it, that | wish the informae 


| 

; ae ' 

| in the Senate in their support, against the impo- | 
| 

| 

| 

} 


By it the worthy will only be made more | 
will only be exposed | 
to the censure and condemnation which they | 


Mr. MALLORY. I move to amend this res- 
olution by striking out of the first paragraph all | 
after the words ‘* cause of said desertions.’”’ I 
stated when I first rose, that there would be no 


fore move to amend the resolution so as to get | 
It may lead to some good. 
The honorable Senator from Texas has placed 
a direct issue between himself and me on this 
question. I stated that the resolution would 
bring information on this point—where officers 
threatened with a court-martial, for vices of any 
kind, have preferred a resignation to exposure, 
and have gone to private life, and are out of the 
Navy entirely. Do the Senate desire to bring 
their cases here, and publish the transactions, as 
they did the transaction in the case of Commo- 
dore Parker, at the last session ?. The honorable 
Senator says it can do no harm. I say that it 
can; and on that account, for these officers alone, 
| am opposed to it, as I know it would be the 
last thing in the world they themselves desire. 
There is another issue which he placed dis- 
tinctly before us. | said that this resolution 
would bring before you the entire journals kept 
with reference to the brig Bainbridge and the 
officers’ conduct there, on which conduct they are 
now undergoing a trial before a court-martial at 
Philadelphia. ‘The honorable Senator says that 





because the information is in the public prints, 
and he has read it 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 





The Chair 


| will remind the Senator tMat the hour of one 


sovuable excuse for rejecting this resolution. If, 


ic :mplied censure upon any one, it might be rea- 
sovably objected to; but a resolution inquiring 


o’clock, appointed for the consideration of the 


| special order, has arrived; and it must be taken 


up, unless otherwise directed by the Senates 
MARY C. HAMILTON. 
On motion of Mr. JONES, of Iowa, and by 


into substantive facts which already exist, to see || unanimous consent, the bill (S. No. 472) to con- 











PRIVATE BILL DAY. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I offer the following reso. 
lution, which I hope will be adopted: 

Resolved, That for the residue of the present session 
the private bills on the Calendar shall be special orders of 
the day on Friday of each week, at one o’clock, in the 
order in which they stand on the Calendar. 

This resolution is similar to one adopted at the 
last session. I presume there will be no objection 
to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will entertain the resolution, without postponing 
the special order. 

Mr. EVANS. Will it apply to this day? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir; it will commence 
next Friday. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
154) to provide for the final settlement of the 
claims of the officers of the revolutionary army, 
and of the widows and orphan children of those 
who died in the service; the pending question 
being on the amendment of Mr. Toomss, to insert 
the following additional section before the present 
third section of the bill: 


And be it further enacted, That alf the soldiers of the 
Revolution who were entitled to eighty dollars under the 
resolution of 1778, shall be refunded whatever loss may 
have been sustained by them on account of the deprecia- 
tion of the currency in which they were paid as compared 
with Spanish milled dollars, to be paid to the said soldiers, 
or their legal representatives, wa application to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury of the United States. 


Mr. TOOMBS. This is the first of « series of 
amendments which I intend to offer, and which 
I will explain to the Senate. We have altered 
the principle of the bill. It came before this 
body, after having passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives, upon the principle of making good 
the difference between the commutation and the 
half pay for life. The Senate have, very wisely, 
I think, substituted the reason which was given 
for passing it, as the principle of the bill, to wit, 
to make good the depreciation of the commuta- 
tion certificates. Under that rule there is a very 


large class. 

‘in 1790, there were $31,000,000 under what 
was known as the loan bill. That is one class of 
the depreciation. The eighty dollars given © 
the soldier is another. There is another very 
large class, the loan-office and final-settlement 
certificates, which, in the settlement of the dif- 
ferent States of the Union, were depreciated be- 
fore the assumption act. They went on by the 
acts of the eld Confederation, and authorized the 
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—— States to make good the difference growing out Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays, | CHARLES LUCAS AND JOHN T. REDD. 
ry C, “the depreciation of the currency in which the || and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted | Th bill 
amtlton of the ee neludi capri | | Raye stiaay’ < 23: aehee. i e next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
nda ann’ yarious public creditors, including soldiers an ee » DRS So; OH. COnOwS: | No. 334) for the relief of Charles Lucas. or hi 
se on vaicers, and all those who furnished the public || YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Biggs, Bigler, Brown, Butler, || legal representatives, and fo oe Se 
Of the *) various supplies. The loan-office and final- || Cass, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, || hi } Pp - ‘or other purposes; 
of Mrs, with ¥s : be 7 prom were also accepted in the Johnson, ones of Lowa, Mallory, Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Se. i] w Lie a was read the second time, and considered 
rate that settlement CF ct of 1790 | = Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—24. || a8 In Committee of the Whole, 
PPro ys assumption ac P : : | | NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell of New Hamp- It proposes to confirm the title of Charles Lu- 
= d The next amendment which I intend to pro- || shire, Bell of Tennessee, Brodhead, Collamer, Crittenden, cas . tis legal representatives, to one , S — 
> ‘> is to redeem the final-settlement éertificates |; Durkee, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, d mty-fve F > d fty ‘wae teen 
; ure rere given. when they settled with the | James, Mason, Pratt, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, || 894 twenty-five acres anc fifty-eight one hun- 
Without which ge pea of depreciation, and the || Ptumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—23. || dredths of an acre, part and parcel of a tract of 
iT & third oes aectihanen ssiaia, alien the nediliac So the motion for postponement prevailed. i] perenne ae hand ae acres and fourteen 
: joan-omie ». ‘ one hundredths of an acre, located by virtue of 
ments mote wy the gare oe ae = | COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS. New Madrid certificate No. 213, esidindnting 
direction of pre ih os Mega bp Gsm || Mr. JONES, of lowa. I move thatthe Presi- || to survey No, 2592, lying in the Palmyra, Mis- 
ate pro. in money, and a The ene ot seal than iss || dent pro tempore be authorized to fill two vacan- || souri, land district; and also to confirm the title 
0. 99) to ciated Me casi indi ieaienaiiinal mated | cles in the Committee on Pensions, one caused || of John T. Redd to the residue of the land in- 
OF horses down much nom S nedae eT he bill diet | by the absence of Mr. Sumner, of Massachu- || cluded in the location under the certificate No. 
€ service the commuta me le ited tise Sieemeiieane shall setts, and the other by the expiration of the term || 213. 
ideration upon the principle, on of service of the Senator from Delaware, [Mr. The act of 1815, granting relief to the New 
ake good whatever amount was lost, without Cc . : 2. - . 
make 2 : — : OMEGYS. | Madrid sufferers, limited the relief to any one 
ry fault of its own, in the depreciation of its Th : 
s. any a s between the time of their being issued e motion was agreed to. | ~a notexceeding six hundred and forty acres. 
securitie ; 2 . - - wo ‘hy ishe i ’ » ( : > 
(S. No, and the time of their payment. At the time of || PRIVATE CALENDAR. Ce nee Fearon ype ad ‘eae 
hick hn payment, the Pe ive aon were fully Mr. WELLER. I hope, bycommonconsent, |} seven sixty-nine one hundredths acres, being an 
ch had and amply and honestly paid. cy we shall now proceed to the consideration of the || excess of one hundred and ninety-seven sixty- 
entatives The difficulties are very great, on the principle |! Private Calendar. | nine one hundre ce ssa elas 1 
teen : 5 4 oa ‘ a Te ‘ | nine one hundredths acres over the amount lim- 
d ittee which the Senate has now a opte ,in ascertaining There being no objection, the suggestion was ited by law; but as the land passed throuch the 
rdered to what was the loss on each commutation certifi- || acceded to. The first private bill on the Calendar || hands of innocent third persons, the committee 

cate. | voted for that amendment of the Senator || was the bill (S. No. 305) for the relief of Obed | think justice reauires that the loc: i 

: P b think justice requires that the locations be con- 
VERS from Ohio, [Mr. Pueu,] because [ was utterly || Hussey. deoned 

. . . | , . 
ll (S. No opposed to the bill as it came from the House, _Mr. STUART. I move to postpone the con- || Mr. GEYER. Task that this bill be laid over 
ovement with the view of damaging it to every extent || sideration of that bill until to-morrow. | for a moment. I have learned that there is a 
irkan which was allowable by parliamentary law. My The motion was agreed to. | mistake in the description of one of the fractional 

ame sc has been free from any concealment on Bee ge eae We ae oe co rl tere 
nd ti course DAS $0 y : ; ; || sections, in giving the west for the east, or th 

me, s poi But now, sir, as a test question, the GEORGE M. GORDON. Oe ee ertate er ea eee aes 
order of this point. oa ’ , ? ; || east for the west—which I can only ascertain by 
sek principle of the bill being departed from—and I The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | senile the tenert 

’ presume no such bill as this can be passed, and || proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 312) to vest || The bill oe eens ieee inioemate 

if passed, it cannot be worked—I move the in- || the title to certain warrants for land in George | Subseq Dane Mr 3ENIA MIN > moved to 
: definite postponement of the bill. That question || M. Gordon. It proposes to authorize the Com- || I  ctsinlten. mask alt tide (i Nei 
Ing reso- : : rot | amend the descriptive part of the bill by striking 

may be decided before voting on the amendment; |; missioner of the General Land Office, under such | out ** weet,” and tneceting * enat.”” 00 nd to read 

s . iz . . “ . . ‘ 1] ’ > . > . ‘ - 
at cenien and on that motion I call for the yeas and nays. || regulations as he may prescribe, to recognize the |) & the east half of the south quarter of section 
| orders of The yeas and nays were ordered; and being | assignment made to George M. Gordon, on the || twenty-five.” 
ek, in the taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 26; as follows: 2ist day of January, 1852, by Edmund Hugill, || The Tea was agreed to. The bill wae 
YEAS — Messrs. Biggs, Bigler, Brown, Butler, Cass, || Sergeant in Captain Gordon s company, third | reporjed to the Senate as amended; and the 
ted at the Dodge, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Johnson, || regiment of United States infantry, and James ll amendment madé-as in Committees of the Whole 
objection Jones of lowa, Mason, Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Sebastian, Sli- || McIntyre, a private of the same company and || curred in. The bill w ‘dered | 
dell, Stuart, Toombs, Toucey, and Weller—22. reziment, to whom warrants Nos. 78402 and || was concurred In, ie bill was ordered to be 
Chai NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of New 7a e swell ie in - h . || engrossed for a third reading, was read the third 
é Chair Hampshire, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, Brodhead, Col- || 78403 respectively, were issued on the 13th of || time, and passed. 
stponing lamer, Comegys, Crittenden, Durkee, Evans, Fessenden, || July, 1853, so as to vest the legal title to the war- || J , 

Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, James, Pratt, Seward, || rants in Gordon, his heirs or assigns, according | PIRSAE CASRLAR ) 
lay? Tee Kentucky, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and to the intention of the parties. The bill (S. No. 335) for the relief of the heirs 
»ymmence My ' as. the ; | The petitioner, whilst acting as sutler at the || and legal representatives of Pierre Cazelar was 

So the motion was rejected. | post of Fernandes de Taos, in the Territory of || read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
animous Mr. PUGH. I am not exactly prepared at || New Mexico, on or about the 2Ist of February, || mittee of the Whole. 

this time to vote on the amendment offered b 1852, acted as the attorney of Edmund Hugill, a || It proposes to confirm the heirs and legal rep- 

the Senator from Georgia. I shall vote for it if || sergeantin Captain Gordon’scompany, third regi- || resentatives of Pierre Cazelar in all the right, 

Whole | am compelled to vote on the poimees of the || ment United States infantry, and James Mcln- || title, and interest now held or possessed by the 
oR No bill, for I ean discover no reason w y that amend- tyre, a private of the same company and regiment, United States in and to a certain plantation or 
t of the ment should not be adopted if the original bill || in procuring their bounty land warrants, pursu- || tract of land situated on the right bank of the 
i ated prevails. We have not before us, however, the || ant to the act of February 11, 1847. The appli- || Mississippi river, about one league below the 
ye oe information which will enable the Senate to as- || cations were forwarded to the Commissioner of |) city of New Orleans, measuring eleven arpents, 
sition certain with any degree of certainty what amount || Pensions; but owing to the fact of the certificate || twenty-two toises, and four feet front on the 
Tr cout of public money will settle this class of claims, || of the clerk of the second judiciary district court || river, by a depth of seventy arpents, running 


e present 


and [do not think the Senate can act wisely on 
that question. 


I will say another word, and I say it with all | 


in the Territory not being authenticated by the 
seal of office, the applications were suspended for 











| north and south, between parallel lines, being a 
| plantation held apd cultivated by him, and those 


— about eighteen months, and the warrants only | under whom he derived title, since the year 1764. 
under the due respect. It seems to me that, considering || issued after the personal application of the pe- | The heirs of Pierre Cazelar, deceased, and 
Joss may the peculiar circumstances in which the present || titioner, on the 12th of July, 1853, and upon a || those under whom they claim, have been in pos- 
: deprecia- Chief Magistrate will find himself in reference to || statement made by him to the Commissioner of | session and have cultivated the plantation from 
— this bill, if passed, being himself a beneficiary || Pensions, that no seal was attached to the clerk’s || the year 1764 to June 24, 1854, the filing of their 
o the See- under it, he could not approve the bill without || office. | petition,a period of ninety years. The claimants, 
subjecting himself to some degree of censure or || The petitioner’, upon the urgent solicitations of || at the time of the appointment of commissioners 
series of cavil. I think it behooves Congress to delay the || the soldiers named, whose terms of service were || to adjust private land claims in Louisiana, did 
d which passage of this bill, at least to give his successor | on the eve of expiring, purchased of them the || not file their claim before the commissioners, be- 
> altered the opportunity of exercising upon it that power || right to their respective warrants, on the 2lst of || lieving they then possessed a legal title to the 
fore this which the Constitution reposes in the Chief '| January, 1852, and paid to each of them the full || land. 
f Repre- Magistrate. It is with a view of testing the || market value, anticipating that the applications || The bill was reported to the Senate without 
ng good sense of the Senate on that proposition, that the || would be acted upon by the proper officer in due || amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
and the motion to postpone indefinitely having failed, } season, and that the warrants would be received || reading, read the third time, and passed. 
r wisely, which might be supposed to be a defeat of the | in time to have the usual assignments indorsed | TAMPICO VOLUNTEERS. 
as given whole measure entirely, I now submit a motion by the soldiers named. The failure of the receipt || +p, next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
, to Wit, to postpone it to a day certain, and I name the | of the warranis, owing to a seeming isformality || 1, 242) for the relief of the Tampico volunteers 
>mmuta- oth day of March next. || in the papers, and no intelligence having been || etniede tran reported from ha Ouenmities'on Mi 
is a very The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair || received by him from the Pension Office explain- | itary Affairs adversel ; 
doubts whether that motion is in order, being || ing the cause of the delay, and which could have || Mr. WELLER he Senator from Frridn 
ler what equivalent to the motion to postpone indefinitely. || been readily removed, the petitioner has been || .1, ig absent (Mr Yuter,] ialbes some interest 
class of Mr. PUGH. 1 know that b rliamentary || subjected to considerable loss, inasmuch as, the || j, thig bill, and I suewest the propriety of passing 
iven to rule it is in order to postpone a bill to a day cer- || soldiers’ terms of service having expired, they || j over until next Frida Sone 4 ? 
er very tain after the session. } left the Territory months before the petitioner le wae passed over y- e 
ttlement Mr. WELLER. The Senator can move to ] arrived in Washington, and received the war- ; . 
the dif- postpone it until the first Monday of December || rants. JOHN B. AND PELAGIE FARRIBAULT. 
ated be- next. The bill was reported to the Senate without The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
n by the Mr. PUGH. Well, I move to postpone it to || amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a || No. 349) for the relief of John L. and Pelagie 
rized the the first Monday of December next. | third reading, read the third time, and passed. | Farribault, of Minnesota Territory. 
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be here to-day. | hope it will be passed over. 
The bill was passed over. 
SANTIAGO E. ARGUELLO. 


The bill (S. No. 354) for the relief of Santiago 
E. Argueilo was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

it directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 


to Santiage E. Arguello, late a captain in the | 


California battalion, $14,888, for losses of prop- 


erty sustained by him during the period of such | 


service, and in consequence thereof. 

MrBENJAMIN.* I should like to hear some 
explanation of that bil. 

Mr. WELLER. The bill was passed upon 
by the board which was organized for the pur- 
pose of adjusting the claims of the Frémont bat- 
talion. {| believe it has twice passed the Senate. 
It has been examined here very carefully, and 


now comes indorsed by the Committee on Claims. | 


Last year, I believe, it was put in the Army ap- 


propriation bill, but was stricken out in the House | 


of Representatives. 
if the Senator desires that it may be read. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 
the report. 

The Secretary read it; from which it appears 
that Mr. Arguello was a wealthy and influential 
inhabitant of California, residing in the vicinity 
of San Diego. On the invasion of that country 
during the Tahitian war, and on the appearance 
of the proclamation of Commodore Stockton, 
then in command of that division of the Amer- 
ican forces, Arguello placed himself at the head 
of a company raised through his influence and ex- 
ertions, and immediately joined the United States 
forces, and fought with distinguished bravery 
and effect in several actions, under the command 
of Commodore Stockton, who fully attests his 
gallantry, and the importance of his services. 

On the 25th November, 1846, he was appointed 
by Governor Stockton a captain of riflemen in 
the California battalion, and on the 16th January, 
1847, a member of the Legislative Council of that 
Territory. In consequence of his attachment to 
the cause of the United States, and the zeal and 
activity which he manifested in their service, his 
rancho was ravaged and laid waste, his buildings 
burnt, and his cattle and other movable effects 
taken away by the enemy, by which he appears 
to have been reduced from competence and wealth 
to penury and dependence. 

A commission, appointed by H. Fitch, Esq., 


alcalde of San Diego, to examme and report upon | 
the losses of Argucello, state, under oath, and after | 
@ personal examination, that the personal prop- | 
erty thus destroyed by the enemy amounted, *‘ at || 


the lowest value,’’ to $14,838. The items are as 


follows: 


472 tanned deer skins, at $2.....0..e002 $944 
24 tanned cow hides, at $6....00...00. 144 
Se PONGOE BAG, vi é0'v:ccce ve Macc esced 200 | 


500 head of catile, at $20............+6+ 10,000 


I ask for the reading of 


There is a written report, || 


THE CONGRESSIO 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. The honorable Sen- || who g allow. 
ator from Tennessee, |Mr. Jowes,| who takes an | 
interest in that bill, is indisposed, and not able to 


| 





who gave the following opinion: ‘ This claim, 
purporting to be for property taken by the Mex- 


NAL GLOBE. 


ican troops does not appear to come within the | 
\| province of the board for examination; but from | 
|| the peculiar circumstances of the case, as set 


forth in the documents accompanying it, the 
board desire to call the attention of Congress to 
the claim as one worthy of its favorable consid- 
eration.” 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 





| to California. 


those of purser, though he expressly requested || of the Caledonia was estimated by the news of 


LIEUTENANT FREDERICK CHATARD. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


| No. 357) for the relief of Lieutenant Frederick 


Chatard, United States Navy, which was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It directs the proper accounting officers of the 
Treasury to allow to Lieutenant Chatard, in the 
adjustment of his accounts,as purser of the ship 
Fredonia, credit for certain suspended items, not 
to exceed $583 54. 


The petitioner, a lieutenant in the United | 


States Navy, under the order of the Secretary of 


, the Navy, took command of the store-ship Fre- 


| 
| 


donia in 1852, and carried out stores and troops | 
’ t 


mander of the ship, he was ordered to perform 


to be relieved from them, because of his want of 
familiarity with them and with accounts gen- 
erally. In the performance of these duties, his 
attention being necessarily occupied with those 
of his command, he was cotstrained to depend 


|| almost entirely upon a clerk allowed him by the 


|| Department, and hence several items of expendi- | 
|| ture have been suspended in the adjustment of | 


| 


250 sheep, at $4... ccccrcccscccsseccees 1,000 | 
Oe Ny OE GI. v's 0s dvindcvevedcsccs 
100 pigs, At G5. ....cccccrsccccccrcccse SOO 


Total ....0ccccecccccccercccces ees G14,808 





The policy of the United States, in remuner- 
ating those who have testified attachment to our 
cause and our institutions, by forsaking the cause 
of an enemy, and risking their lives and property 
in our service, was sanctioned by the early action 
of the Gavernment. In 1818, a committee of the 
Hlouse of Representatives made a report on a 


claim of this nature, in which they say: ‘‘ If the | 


liberal policy heretofore pursued by the United 
States is continued, it would not require much 
calculation to predict its effects, in the event of 
another contest.’’ The Senate Committee on 
Claims, at the second session of the Twenty- 
Firsi Congress, in their reportin the case of John 
Daly, a Canadian refugee, adopt the same prin- 
ciple, and recommend relief, which was granted 
to the amount of@5,000, “ for supplies furnished 
and assistance rendered tothe Army of the United 
States in Canada.”’ 

In 1853, the case was submitted to the ** board 
for the examination of claims contracted in Cali- 


| 





j 


| 


| 








‘| Captain 


his accounts at the Department—items which the 
petitioner advanced in good faith, and to forward 
the public interests, ashe supposed. He received 
no additional pay or compensation whatever for 
performing the duties, but was held responsible, 
against his own consent, for their due perform- 
ance; while, from his own ignorance, he was in 
the hands of his clerk. The items disallowed 
amount to $583 54. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CAPTORS OF THE CALEDONIA. 
The bill (S. No. 361) for the benefit of the cap- 


tors of the British brig Caledonia, in the war of 


1812, was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Its object is to direct the payment of $25,000 
to the captors of the British brig Caledonia, on 
the 8th of October, 1812, on the Niagara river, 
near Fort Erie, or to their legal representatives, 
which payment is to be made to the legal repre- 
sentatives of the late Captain Jesse D. Elliott, to 
the legal representatives of the late General 


Tn addition to the duties of com- | 


| 


Nathan Towson, then a captain of artillery, and | 


| to the officers and men engaged in the capture, or 


their legal representatives, in such proportions 
as each may be found to be entitled to, according 
to the usages of the naval service. 

Mr. STUART. 1 see that that bill appropri- 
ates $25,000. If there isa report accompanying 
it, | should like to hear the grounds on which it 
rests. 

The Secretary read the report, from which it 
appears that, in October, 1812, Lieutenant Jesse 
D. Elliott being in command of the public armed 
vessels at Black Rock, conceived the idea of cap- 
turing two British brigs, the Detroit and Cale- 
donia, which had just come down Lake Erie and 
anchored, the first about two miles above the fort, 
on the British side of the river, and the latter im- 
mediately under the guns of the fort. Being 
short of force, Lieutenant Elliott applied to Gen- 
eral Smyth for volunteers from the army. The 
artillery companies of Captains Towson and 
Barker were allowed to furnish part of the quota, 
whilst another portion was taken from the in- 
fantry. These artillery companies belonged to 
Colonel Scott’s command. Captains Towson and 
Barker being of equal rank, the command was 
decided by lot, and the privilege was assigned to 

men. Two boats went off during 
the night of the 8th of October, 1812, on the 


expedition thus planned by Lieutenant Elliott— 


fornia under Lieutenant Colonel J.C. Frémont,”’ |! the lieutenant himself commanding one, (with 


gece eet A 


C 
| 
| 
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the infantry on board,) and the other bein 
charge of sailing-master Watts, with Ca 
Towson in charge of the artillerists. 

After getting near the Caledonia, some hes); 
tion was expressed by the sailing-master as . 
the possibility of reaching the brig <iihe 


g in 
Plain 


. ’ Whereungy 
aptain Towson at once assumed the command 
of the boat, and ordered the men to pull alone 
side. Ina few minutes, after a severe copii) 
in which one of his men was killed and ¢;,.)' 
others wounded, (one of them mortally, ) Captain 
Towson succeeding in boarding an capturins 
the Caledonia, with her valuable cargo, valued 
by Lieutenant Elliot, in, his Official dispate| 
at $200,000. Soon after this the Detroit surrey: 
dered to Captain Elliot. 

The Detroit was afterwards burnt by order o¢ 
Lieutenant Elliot, to save her from falling into the 
hands of the enemy; and a similar order was 
given by him in regard to the Caledonia; }y; 
Captain Towson not perceiving the necessity of 
this, took the responsibility of saving the latte; 
with her rich cargo, and she afterwards formed 
a part of Commodore Perry’s fleet on Laks 
Erie, and rendered good service, under Lieytep. 
ant ‘lurner, in the brilliant action of the 10th of 
September, 1813. 

The value of the Caledonia is estimated hy 
Captain Champlin at $15,000, without her arma. 
ment, and by Major Camp at $30,000. The carey 


ie 


the day at $200,000. It consisted of valuable furs 
and peltries. Major Camp states that the skins 
were used for the aimy, and the fine furs sept to 
New York. Captain Towson himself stated his 
impression that a large portion of the cargo of 
the Caledonia was put into the public storehouse 
at Black Rock, an some of it burnt by the Brit. 
ish. The part sent to New York city was sold by 
the United States marshal, and no part of the 
proceeds paid over to the captors. Captain Tow- 
son also states that a suit was instituted in the 
United States district court for the southern dis- 
trict of New York, and, after much delay, ona 
second trial, a verdict was rendered in favor of 
the captors of the Caledonia, but for what amount 
is not known; but that no part of it was ever paid 
over to the captors. The present clerk of the 
United States court states that the books and 
papers of his office having been burnt, he is un- 
able to give any information at present in regard 
to the suit, but that the amount of the verdict 
was probably paid into the hands of Heron Rudd, 
who was clerk of the court from 1812 to Is\é, 
and became a defaulter for about sixty thousand 
dollars. 

Captain Towson explains, in a letter, the rea- 
sons for his delay in making the application, and 
is desirous that Mrs. Elliott, the widow of Com- 
modore Elliott, should also be provided for, so 
far as her husband was entitled for planning the 
expedition. Mrs. Elliott herself desires to be 
included, and refers to her papers, connected with 
an application which she was about to make, in 
the hands of an attorney, since deceased; but the 
main facts of the case are referred to as being 
part of the public records of the times. On refer- 
ring to the legislation of Congress on this subject, 
it does not appear that any allowance has ever 
been made for the Caledonia, or her cargo. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


CATHARINE V. R. COCHRANE. 


The bill (S. No. 362) for the relief of Catharine 
V. R. Cochrane, sele surviving child of the late 
General Philip Schuyler, was read a second time, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to poy 
to Catharine V. R. Cochrane, or her legal repre- 
sentative, $9,960, in full payment and discharge 
of all claims on account of services rendered, 0 
losses sustained, lvy General Philip Schuyler, 9 
the war of the Revolution. 

The report shows that General Schuyler, the 
father of the petitioner, rendered important ser 
vices, and made great pecuniary sacrifices during 
the war of the Revolution. These are facts faml- 
iar to all who are inted with the history of 
that period. In the campaign of 1777, when Gen- 
eral Bu oyne commenced his march with anarmy 
in sania, intending to meet General Clinton ot 
Albany, General Schuyler, for some time, bad 


the col 
oppose 


larre 
jarge i 
m arch 


pornat 


the H 
of mu 
q mil 
and 0! 
purnet 
g Vile 
nm ited 
de stro 
stern 
Gener 
n she 
“omy 


the d 


tl 
ue Ul 
ment 
{ \] WwW 
In| 
conse 
Gene 
jonat! 
tainet 
tende 
the el 
Gene 
servi 
he Ww 
years 
of th 
leave 
hist 
sider 
had 
war. 
pass 
year 
i 
amel 
read 


T 
Scot 
was 
Con 
lt 
and 
ties 
the 
the 
Plo 
for 
Nev 
Jan 
and 
the 
h 
oris 
i 
ame 
the 
con 
ats 
4 
inf 
hol 
f 
7 
am 
rea 





le hesita. 
ter ag to 
hereunon 
rommand 
ull al ne 
cons; ? 
ind ejehs 
) Capiaiy 
Capturing 
0, Valund 
dispateh 
il Surrey. 
Order of 
Z into the 
rder wag 
Onia; but 
ESSity of 
he latter 
’ 
8 formed 
on Lake 
Lieuten. 
€ 10th of 


nated hy 
ler arma. 
“he cargo 
news of 
lable furs 
the skins 
"8 Sent to 
stated his 
carzo of 
Orehouse 
the Brit- 
8 sold by 
rt of the 
uin Tow- 
d in the 
hern dis- 
lay, ona 
favor of 
t amount 
ver paid 
k of the 
Oks and 
he is un- 
n regard 
e verdict 
mn Rudd, 
to 1816, 
housand 


the rea- 
tion, and 
of Com- 
d for, so 
ning the 
Ps to be 
‘ted with 
make, in 
; but the 
as being 
On refer- 
subject, 
has ever 
ro. 

without 
ra third 


atharine 
the late 
nd time, 
Thole. 
y to pay 
al repre- 
ischarge 
ered, or 
ler, in 


rler, the 
ant ser- 
s during 
ts famil- 
story of 
en Gen- 
anarmy 
inton at 
ne, had 


the command of the American forces collected to 
anpose his progress. He was the owner of a 
iirze estate in the line of General Burgoyne’s 
~-reh, and furnished from his mills in the neigh- 
ood the lumber for building the bridge across 
‘he Hudson at Bemis Heights; it was a structure 
of much importance and cost, being about a half 
, mile io length. ‘The mansion house, horses, 
cod out-buildings of General Schuyler were all 
jorned and destroyed by order of General Bur- 
-oyne; and the value of the property, as esti- 
~ ed by General Burgoyne, which was thus 
j,stroyed, was not less than ten thousand pounds 
worling. Whether afly payment was made to 
General Schuyler on account of the material fur- 

shed for the bridge above-mentioned, or any 
~pgpensation made for the loss occasioned by 

. destruction of his property, the committee 
vo unable to state. The books of the Depart- 
ment make no mention of such payment or 

jlowance. 

In consequence of these several losses, and the 
consequent embarrassment of his private affairs, 
General Schuyler tendered to Congress his res- 
‘nation ; it was not accepted, and he still re- 
ined his commission. Subsequently, he again 
wondered it, and in 1779 it wasaccepted. But for 
the embarrassment of his private affairs, no doubt 
General Schuyler would have remained in the 
service till the close of the war. In that event 
be would, of course, have been entitled to five 
years’ full pay, or to his commutation. In view 
of the causes which induced or compelled him to 
leave the service, the committee think that he and 
jis representatives are entitled to the same con- 
sideration to which they would have been entitled 
had he remained in the service till the close of the 
war. They therefore report and recommend the 
passage of the bill, granting to the petitioner five 
years’ pay. 

“The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN SCOTT AND SURETIES. 


The bill (S. No. 364) for the relief of John 
Scott, Hill W. House, and Samuel O. House, 
was read a second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

lt proposes to release John Scott, principal, 
and Hill W. House and Samuel O. House, sure- 
ties, from a judgment recovered against them by 
the United States, on the 4th of April, 1855, in 
the district court for the northern district of 
"lorida, upon a contract awarded to John Scott 
for carrying the mail upon route No. 3503, from 
New Orleans to Key West, from the 15th of 
January, 1853, to the 30th of June, 1855, if Scott 
and his sureties shall pay $1,000 in discharge of 
the judgment. 

Mr. STUART. What is the amount of the 
original judgment? 

Mr. ADAMS. Ido not recollect the precise 
amount. It is several thousand dollars, and is 
the amount of the forfeiture on the bond. The 
committee estimated the actual damage sustained 
at 81,000. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is 
informed by the Secretary that the amount men- 
tioned in the report is 000. 

Mr. ADAMS. It was a steamer contract. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


LAURENT MILLAUDON. 

_The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 369) for the relief of Laurent Millaudon; 
which was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

lt proposes to confirm Laurent Millaudon in 
his ude to two tracts of land lying on the east 
side of Mobile bay, in Alabama, being the two 
tracts of land known as the De Feriot claims, as 
surveyed in 1839, and approved of by the sur- 
veyor general in 1835, with the exception of so 
much off of the north end as has heretofore been 
Surveyed and confirmed to William Patterson, 
and included within what is known as the Pat- 
terson claim, as now located. 

_ Under the provisions of the act of 1812, author- 

‘zing the investigation of land titles south of the 

thirty-first degree, and east of the Mississippi, 

&n individual, without any authority for so doing, 
led two alleged Spanish permits for lands on 


™ 


| certain portious of them from Simms. 
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east side of the Mobile bay, in favor of J. B. | 
Lorendine in the behalf of the Baron de Feriot; | 


these claims were favorably reported upon by | lumbia from April 18, 1838, 


Commissiorer Crawford. Subsequent to this re- 
port, but before Congress had any action thereon, 
one Arthur L. Simms became the purchaser of 
the right of De Feriot to the lands; and on the 
3d of March, 1819, Congress passed an act con- 
firming all the claims favorably reported by the 
Commissioner; and, under that act, the aikee 
were regularly surveyed by the proper officers in 
1830, and confirmed by the surveyor general in 
1835, and are represented on the plats of the | 
public surveys as the De Feriot claims, in town- 
ship C, alk of range two east, in the St. Ste- || 
phen’s district, Alabama. On the 20th of March, 
1837, Laurent Millaudon, relying upon the repre- 
sentations made to him of the genuineness of those 
claims, and upon all the previous action of the 
officers of the Government and of Congress, by 
which they were declared to be valid and goad 
titles, and as covering lands to which the Gov- || 
ernment had no claim, became the purchaser of || 
Mr. Mil- | 
laudon, an innocent purchaser of a title which he 
had every reason to believe, from all the previous 
action of the Government, was a amet one, 
after an outlay of upwards of $100,000 upon the 
land, now finds that that title, if not void, is at || 
least questionable, and that all his expenditure 
is upon lands, perhaps, belonging to the United | 
States. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


GEORGE A. MAGRUDER. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S 
No. 371) for the relief of George A. Magruder, 
which was reported from the Court of Claims. 
It was read a second time. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 


| capacity in which an officer can act. 


The claimant having shown by the ordinary rules 
of evidence, that he served aa captain of the Co- 

‘ to June 28, 1840, is 
entitled to the salary of that grade for that period, 


Mr. STUART. There is very great dificuiiy 


in any gentleman, by way of first impression, 
| giving a full statement, or coming to a clear ap- 


preciation of such a judgment as that which has 
just been read; but as I have been able to under- 


| stand it from the reading, I certainly am prepared 


to dissent from it. If it is the pleasure of the 
Senate to dispose of the question now, | will 
state, in a few words, my reasons; but if it be 
preferred to let the bill lie over, I will move to 
postpone it until to-morrow, which will q@rry it 


| over until next Friday. 


Mr. ADAVIS and others. Let it go over. 

Mr. STUART. I cannot consent, for one 
moment, to the doctrine that a regulation of the 
Secretary of the Navy is not to determine the 
If 1 under- 
stand this decision, it goes that length. I move, 
without going further into the case, that the bill 
be postponed until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN DONELSON AND-OTHERS. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 
session. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask my friend to postpone 
that motion for a few moments, in order to let ug 
pass a small private bill that will give rise to no 
debate. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I have no objection to 
that, provided we can have an executive session 
| before we adjourn. IT withdraw my motion. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to postpone all prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
amend the act for the relief cf John Donelson 
and others. It will take but little time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Is that the next bill in 


| order? 


I move an executive 





to George A. Magruder, a commander in the 
Navy, $3,830 12, being the sum now due to him, 
by law, for his services as captain of the frigate 


| Columbia, from the 18th of April, 1838, to the 


Qath of June, 1840. 

Mr. STUART. We can know very little 
about these cases, unless they are explained. | 
confess I do not understand why, if this amount 
is due to this officer ** by law,’’ itis not paid at 
the Treasury Department. The bill says it is 
due to him ** by law.’’ If it is it should be paid. 
| hope it will be explained; and if not, 1 should 
like to hear the report read. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The opinion of the Court 
of Claims is among the papers, and can be read | 
if desired. 

The Secretary read the opinion of the court, 
from which it anpears that Congress, by the act 
of March 3, 1835, enacted that ‘ officers tem- 
porarily performing the duties belonging to those | 
of a higher grade shall receive the compensation | 
allowed to such higher grade, while actually so | 
employed.”’ A few days after the enactment of | 
this law, the accounting officers published a reg- | 
ulation requiring, as evidence in support of claims 
to extra pay under this act, a written acting ap- 
pointment from the Secretary of the Navy, or if 
the servicé should be called for at sea, a written 
appointment from the commanding officer of a 
squadron, or vessel on separate service. On 
March 23, 1838, the Secretary of the Navy di- 
rected that a greater number of officers on board | 
of a vessel of war than its complement should | 
not be paid. On the 24th of the same month, | 
the accounting officers issued a regulation, that | 
**to authorize payments to acting officers (as | 
such) there must be an actipg appointment. in| 
due form, corroborated by an entry on the pay 
and muster rolls, and also a certificate, to be filed | 
with the accounts from the commanding officer, | 
stating that the officer acting has actually per- | 
formed the duties of the higher grade (naming | 
it) for the time claimed, and that there was not | 
more than a complement of that grade on board, | 
including the acting officer, during the time he | 
was acting.’’ In the judgment of the court, this | 
regulation prescribes a condition not required by 
the act of Congress. The statute admitted any | 
legal evidence of the service, but the regulation 
required a written appointment as evidence of 
service. This was beyond the authority of the 
Navy Department, or the accounting officers. 





| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No, sir; itis 
| moved to take up the bill out of its order. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. Let us go on with the 
| Calendar in its regular order 

Mr. ADAMS. A motion was made to go into 
| executive session, but it was withdrawn. This 
| is a bill simply giving farther time to locate a 
| land warrant, to which there will be no objection 
|} made. It isa Senate bill, and itis very important 
| that it should be passed now, in order to have the 
action of the House of Representatives. ' 

Mr. FESSENDEN, There are several bills 
in the same condition, Let us go on and pass 
those that are not objected to. 

Mr. AD‘ MS. The objection comes too late 
| when the bill is taken up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not too 
late. The Chair would feel himself bound to put 
the question ov taking up the bill, unless by gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to postpone all prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up that bill, 

The motion was not agreed to, 


JOSEPH WHITE. 


The net bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 372) reported from the Court of Claims for 
the relief of Joseph White. ° 

Mr. BRODHEAD. A similar bill to this, 
which the Court of Claims reported to both 
Houses, was passed in the House of Represent- 

| atives. This morning it was reported back from 

the Committee on Claims, and passed the Senate 

I therefore move to postpone this bill indefinitely 
The motion was agreed to. 


JAMES M. LINDSAY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S 
No. 373) reported from the Court of Claims for 
the relief of James M. Lindsay; which was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to confirm the claim of James M. 

| Lindsay, of Alabama, to fractional section twen- 
ty-one, township six, range five west of the Ala- 
bama river, except the south half of the southeast 
quarter, and the south half of the southwest quar- 
ter of the section, these lands being part of a res- 
ervation made to Samuel and David Hale, Creek 
Indians, by the treaty of the 9th of August, 1514, 
between the United States and the hostile Creeks. 

By the first article of the treaty of hago 2. 

1814, between the United States and the le 
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Creek Indians, Samuel and David Hale, chiefs of || ceed with bills not contested. The bill has already I JOHN DICK. 


the tribe, obtained a cession of land known as 
fractional section 21, township 6, range 5 west of 
Alabama river. 
year 1826, when they sold it for a valuable con- 
sideration to one cle Carson, assigning as a 
title their certificate of reservation. In the year 
1740 the land was levied upon as the property of 
Carson, and sold under a judgment rendered in 
Alabama, by the sheriff of the county, to the 
Hon. Lyman Gibbons, excepting one hundred | 
acres on the south side of the location! Gibbons | 
sold it to Henry Center, who died in the undis- 
puted possession of it. Edward Center, his 
devisee and executor, conveyed it to the claimant, 
and neither the nor the title of the 
various grantees has been questioned by any 
one. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MOSES NOBLE. 
The bill next in order on the Calendar was the | 


posse ssion 





bill, (S. No. 374,) reported from the Court of || 


Claims, for the relief of Moses Noble; which was | 
read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

it proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to pay to Moses Noble, agent for the brig | 
Good eek: and the schooners Delta, Jasper, 
Sardine, Five Sisters, Commonwealth, and Two 
Brothers, $1,704 68, being for fishing bounties, 
to which those vessels became entitled in the fish- 
ing season of 1852. The collector objected to 
yaying the bounties because there was no log- 
Seah of the voyage produced to him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
MISSOURI VOLUNTCERS. 


The Senate next proceeded to consider the bill 
(S. No 167) te provide for three months’ extra | 
pay to the third regiment of the Missouri volun- 


teers. @ 1] 


lt proposes to construe the fifth section of the 
act approved July 19, 1848, so as to give three 
months’ extra pay to the officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates of the | 
third Missouri infantry regiment of volunteers, 
who were mustered into the service and honor- 


! 
ably discharged. 1 


They occupied the land until the | 


|| up any bills that are contested. 


been once rejected by the Senate. I am certain 
it will give rise to discussion; and it appears to 
me that, at this period of the session, we ha 
better go on with those bills which are not sub- 
ject to serious difficulty, and next Friday we can 
take up those which are contested. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not wish to discuss it. 
I only want to hear the report. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. | move to postpone it until 


to-morrow, like other contested bills. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I was not apprised that | 


_ any had been postponed that have been called up 
in their order. If otherwise, I shall not oppose 
the motion. 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. Several bills were post- 
| poned—among them the bill for the relief of Obed 
user, and the bill for the relief of the Missouri 
| volunteers, which has just been postponed for 
that reason. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ido not intend to do 


| anything more, if the bill shall be considered now, 
|| than state the case. 


I desire to do that. I will 
take no more time now than hereafter when our 
time will be more precious. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But the idea is not to take 
Several have 
been postponed on that account. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If that be the wish of 


the Senate, certainly I shall not press this case, 


| though I am very anxious to bring it to a de- 


| 
| 


| 





Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hear the 
report in that case. 
The Secretary read the report of the Committee 
on Military Affairs of the House of Representa- 
tives, from which it appears that, on July, 1, | 


1846, a requisiuon was made by the Secretary || 


of War on the Governor of Missouri for an ad- 
ditional regiment of infantry. The regiment was 
mustered into service, but in a month was hon- 
orably discharged. ‘The committee think that | 
these volunteers should, with others, receive the 
three months’ extra pay provided for those en- 
gaged in actual service. 
Mr. COLLAMER. 
to the bill. 
morrow. 
The motion Was agreed to. 


COLONEL JOHN HARDIN, 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (H. 
R. No. 272) for the relief of the heirs of the late 
Colonel John Hardin. 


I feel it my duty to object 
I move that it be postponed until tar 


It instructs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay | 


to the heirs of Colonel John Hardin, decease 
$1,879 06, that being the amount of the balance | 
due them under the agreement between General | 
Wilkinson and Colonel Hardin, and to be in full 
satisfaction of all claims on their part against the 
Government of the United States. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is there a report accompany- 
ing that bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There was a report of 
the comniittee of the House of Representatives, 
who passed the bill, and sent it here. ‘The com- 
mittee of this body*made no report. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thought they made an 
adverse report. [ should like to hear the favor- 
able report read, giving the grounds for the bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I trust this bill will be 
passed over informally, and that we shall pro- 





EE ee 


| 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


cision. 
The bill was postponed until to-morrow. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Curio, their Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills 
and resolutions; which thereupon received the 
signature of the President pro tempore: 

An act for the relief of Charles L. Denman; 

An act making appropriations for the payment 

| of invalid and other pensions for the year ending 
June 30, 1858; 
An act for the relief of Amos B. Corwine; 
| An act for the relief of Joseph White; 
Joint resolution in favor of J. W. Nye; and 
A resolution to authorize the Secretary of State 
i the Secretary of the Interior to settle the 


| 


| claim of William Carey Jones for certain services. 


SALVADOR ACCARDI. 


The bill (S. No. 378) reported from the Court 
of Claims, for the relief of Salvador Aécardi, 


|) was read a second time, and considered as in 


Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the In- 
_ terior to place the name of Salvador Accardi upon 


_ the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of six 
dollars per month, commencing from the 14th 
of March, 1854. 

Mr. STUART. I cannot recollect that case 
now; but I know that complaint is made of some 
of the adjudications made by the court on pen- 


|| sion cases. I should like to hear some gentleman 


| who can explain this bill. If there is no one 
/ready to do so, I move to postpone it till to- 
morrow. 

The motion was agreed to, 


GEORGE BUCKNAM. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
| No. 387) reported from the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads, providing for the 
regular transmission of the mail on route 6842. 

t authorizes the Postmaster General to allow 
to George Bucknam $20,000 per annum for the 
remaining period of his contract for transport- 
ing the mail on route 6842, between Bainbridge, 
Georgia, and Appafachicola, Florida. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that the further 
consideration of that bill be postponed until to- 
morrow. I cannot consider it a private bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MANUEL GONZALES MORO. 


| 
| 


No. 389) for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Manuel Gonzales Moro. 

Mr. FOSTER. I believe that a bill in the 
same words was reported in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and came here, at the last session, and 
was as: I eee therefore, that this bill be 
indefinite tponed. 

The iota wen agreed to. 


! The next bill on the Calendar was the bil] (Ss 
No, 390) for the relief of John Dick, of Flori,’ 
|| which was read a second time, and consider.) 
| as in Committee of the Whole. me 
| It directs the Commissioner of the General 
| Land Office to cause a patent to be issued to Joh 
| Dick for certain lots, containing ove hundred = 
| fifty-three acres, situate in East Florida, of th 
lands subject to sale at St. Augustine, ‘i 
|| Under the provisions of the act of Congress 
| the armed occupation and settlement of the a 
| Settled part of the peninsula of East Florida 
_approved August 4, 1842, the petitioner fileq in 
|| notice with the register of the land office at g; 
| Augustine, for a ‘* permit’’ to settle upon ons 
| hundred and sixty acres of land, south of the 
line dividing townships numbered nine and tey 
On the 16th of April, 1843, the register of th, 
land office issued ‘* permit’? No. 43 to the peti. 
| tioner, giving him permission to settle upon the 
| lands solicited, under the conditions of the ge:. 
| one of which was, “that no right or donation 
|| shall be acquired under this act within two miles 
|| of any permanent military post of the United 
States, established and garrisoned at the time 
| such settlement and residence was commenced.” 
| This permit was canceled by the General Land 
Office, on the ground that the land embraced 
|| therein had been reserved in 1841 for military 
| purposes. ‘The petitioner proves to the satisfac. 
tion of the committee, that prior to his permit 
| being canceled he had complied with the requisi- 
| tions of the act, and also proves that his settle. 
| ment was not within four miles of any military 
| post established and garrisoned at the date of his 








settlement, or at any subsequent time; that he 
was compelled to relinquish and abandon his 
settlement by virtue of the cancellation of his 
‘* permit;’’ and that since that period he has con- 
tinued to reside south of the line specified in the 
act of Congress, and has not received lands under 


it. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 





| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


KNOX AND CAMPBELL. 


The bill (S. No. 392) for the relief of Andrew 
A. H. Knox and Joseph O. Campbell, of the 
State of Louisiana, was read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to confirm Andrew A. H. Knox 
and Joseph O. Campbell in their respective titles 
to two tracts of land of four hundred acres each, 
lying within what is known as the Baron de 

astrop grant. 

The “act for the settlement of certain classes 
| of private land claims within the limits of the 
Baron de Bastrop grant,’’ approved March 3, 
1851, provided ‘* that in the event of a final adju- 
dication by the court, in favor of the United 
States, on the Baron de Bastrop claim in Louis- 
iana,’’ the register and receiver of the Ouachita 
land district should give public notice of such 
fact, and it should be ‘lawful for any original 
claimants of the classes hereinafter mentioned, 
their heirs or legal representatives, to file with 
theaforesaid register and receiver notices descrip- 
tive of their claims, and specifying their precise 
localities and area, with the testimony in support 
of the same.”’ 

The second class of claimants mentioned is as 
follows: ‘* All bona fide claimants of ‘ head rights’ 
for not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, 
their heirs or legal representatives, where the 
original claimant came over and settled the land 
under the contract between the Spanish Govern- 
ment and De Bastrop, even though the land was 
not actually sold or conveyed to such original 
claimants by the said De Bastrop.” 

Under this act Andrew A. H. Knox and Joseph 
O. Campbell, respectively, filed theirclaims before 
the register and receiver, together with the evi- 
dence in support of the same, and upon which 
the commissioners reported favorably, as of the 
second class. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish to inquire what 
renders any act of legislation on this subject 
necessary? If the act authorized a lawful appro- 

riation of land, the same law should have author- 
ized a patent. I simply desire to know what 
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extraordinary circumstances there are in this | The question was taken; and it was decided in || 
ex’ that render this particular bill proper? If || the negative—yeas 52, nays 109; as follows: 
a title has been regularly granted, the same law | YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Bell, Hendley 8. | 
ro iorized the appropriation of land author- || Bennett, Bingham, Bocock, Braneh, Broom, Burnett, John 
. P. Campbell, Lewis D. Cainpbell, Howell Cobb, Williamson || 
R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Dowdell, Edmundson, Faulk jer, || 
Thomas J.D) Puller, Greenwood, Augustus Ui), Haven, 
patent? || Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Lake, Letcher, 
Mr BENJAMIN. Because the General Land || Lumpkin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
sate = . . > Pan » » ‘ . > + as 
- fs ;gsue atent. unless there is a | Paine, Peck, Phelps, Quitman, Ricaud, Ruffin, Sage, 
Ofthee refuses to saeu nd a self, d the ti || Shorter, Witham Smith, Swope, Taylor, Tyson, Under 
special requisition in the act itself, and the parties |) wood, Walker, Wells, Wheeler, Whitey, Winslow, and | 
aiso require some muniment of title which they |) Jobn V. Wright—52. 
; ‘n show when they desire to dispose of their | NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Barbour, Henry Bennett, Bil 


in | Itis the only muniment of title they can || !"shurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Brenton, Butlin- 
ana. . Y 


hat autl as i 
- J a patent to be issued. Why is it necessary | 
. we should provide particularly for this 


have. . . }| mins, Covode, Curnback, Damret!, Jacob C. Davis, Timothy 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third || Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, Dick, Dickson. Dodd, Duriee, | 
° . . a Nel he » . . ‘ } 

. p ras read the third time, and passed. Edwards, Etheridge, Flagler, Giddings, Goode, Granger, 

reading, W . t | Grow, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Hodges, Hollo- 
JOHN TEMPLE. || way, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, 


: ; Hughston, Jewett, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, | 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. || Leiter, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, Killian | 


No. 393) for the relief of John Temple, of Lou- || Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Andrew 
isiana; Which was read a second time, and con- || Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, | 








ent tennatbatenlineeenenee 


| in reference to the deficiency of the appropriation 
of last year. 


No objection being made, the motion was 


! 
agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 


committees for reports. 


Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 


mittee of Ciaims, reported back, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, a bill (S. No. 269) for 
the reliefof John Hastings, collector of the port of 
Pittsburg; which was referred to a Committee of 
|| ton, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Coliax, Co the Whole House, and, together with the report, 
'| ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred the proposition to print 
|, one thousand extra copies of the letter of the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury, relating to the Louisville 
and Portland canal, together with the maps ac- 
companying the same, reported that the cost of 


“ Jor > > » > > *o » vle » rin “e » .s ° : : > 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. || Pettit, Pike, Porter, Powell, Pringte, Purviance, Puryear, |/ printing one thousand extra copies of the said 


Ready, Rivers, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sew- 
ard, Sherman, Simmons, Samuel! A. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, | 
Tratton, Trippe, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- |} 


rr . : _ aes dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. Washburne, || 
The claim of John Temple was not filed with | Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Williams, Wood, 


the commissioners under the act of 1851, provid- || Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer— 
ing for the adjustment of private land claims in |) 109. 


the Baron de Bastrop grant, on the ground, as | So a call of the House was refused. 
he alleges in his memorial, that he believed his ABSENCE OF MEMBERS. 
claim was confirmed with the Bonaventure claim, 


It proposes to confirm his claim to six hundred | 
and seventy arpents of land in the Baron de Bas- 
trop grant. : 


documents will, it is estimated, be $468 74; and 
that, believing the printing of the extra copies, as 
asked for, will be advantageous, the committee 
| offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House 


one thousand extra copies of the letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in regard to the Louisville and Portland 
‘anal, together with the maps accompanying the same. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I call the previous question 


' a 1318 a . | upon the passage of the resolution. 
which it adjoins. There isa regular chain of Mr. GIDDINGS. I move to reconsider the || 4P 5 


title from Morehouse, the original guarantee, to vote by which the bill to increase the penalty for 

John Temple. The claimant and the persons | the voluntary absence of members of Congress 
under whom he holds have been in uninterrupted from their public duties, reported yesterday from 
possession of @ part of the lands since 1807, and || the Committee on Mileage, by the gentleman 
the remainder since 1812 and 1814, and the same from Tennessee, {Mr. SNEED,] was referred to | 
has been inhabited and cultivated from the dates, the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
respectively, up to this time. Two affidavits, || Union. 
accompanying the papers, show that the lands 
have been inhabited and cultivated"for more than 
twenty years. If this claim had been presented 
to the commissioner under the act of 1851, with c 
the proofs now before the committee, the com- | The SPEAKER. It was introduced, and re- | 
missioners would have recommended this claim || ferred by unanimous consent, and not under the | 
for confirmation. ‘The omission of the memori- || arrangement made at the suggestion of the Chair. | 
alist to present his claim to the commissioners The motion cannot be acted on now, but will be | 


| 





brought in under the general understanding that 
| bills were to be introduced for reference only, and 
were not to be brought back on reconsideration? 


ought not, in the opinion of the committee, to | entered on the Journal to be hereafter considered. 
defeat the rights of the claimant under the act of || Mr. SNEED. The bill was reported and 
1851. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 





referred in good faith. Lam and have been en- 

tirely ignorant of any intention to bring it out of 

the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

Union into the House in any unusual manner. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The motion is 

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Iowa, the Senate || entertained, then ? 

proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- The SPEAKER. It is. 





} 
| 


ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I give no- 

were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. tice that, if the motion to reconsider is agreed to, 
ea atatiaaietineebbenn te aendiel and this bill is brought back into the House, I || 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. shall object from this time forward to the intro- 


duction of any bill out of order. 
Frway, January 16, 1857. 


d IcS O N . 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer re «ape arse 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danten Waxpo. Mr. TYSON asked leave to introduce the fol- 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be requested 
ENROLLED BILLS. to report on the expediency of publishing the statistics of 


: industry as returned by the seventh census, to be prepared 
Bills repos See Se Seren cn Sieeliet under the direction of the Library Committee. 
’ > e ; Y - j 
and found truly enrolled a resolution (S. No. 27) Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 
to a ‘— Secretary of — — = a COMMUNICATIONS REFERRED. 
retary of the Interior to settle the claim o il- : 
liam Carey Jones for certain services; when the Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have + my | 
Speaker signed the same hands several communications from the heads 
Mr. DAVIDSON Seams hs came ceetediane of Departments in reference to an increased com- 
—— ’ 7 ’ i he clerks, heads of Departments 
re pensation of the c , partm 
ported that they had examined and found truly and bureaus, which I think ought to be printed 





| 
enrolled an act (H. R. No. 582) making appro- : : : 
priations for the ayment of cua ond Ave for the information of the House, before any ac- 


pensions of the United States for the year end- tion is eee: [ask that they may be printed. 


; wy py, shen 
ing the 30th June, 1858; when the Speaker signed | Mr. PHELPS. I have no obje ction to that, 
| 
| 


2 enme. if the gentleman will include in his request all | 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER stated the first business in 
order to be the reception of reports from standing 
committees on private business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There does not seem to be 
& quorum present, and I move that there be a call | 
of the House. a 

On a division, there were—ayes 28, noes 73. | 


upon the same subject. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I accept that as a 
modification of my request. 

The SPEAKER. he Chair thinks the House 
must decide upon oe eins of papers at the 
time they are presented, and not before. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I object to the printing 
of these papers. 


i 


! 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire the con- 


| sent of the House to inquire of the chairman of the 
, Committee on Printing what reason there is for 
printing this extra number? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 


| debate. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Was not that bill |! Min question ordered to be put. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 


resolution on the table; and upon that motion 
| demanded the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. PHELPS. Before the vote is taken, I 


would inquire of the chairman of the Committee 
| on Printing, what will be the expense of printing 
these documents? 


The SPEAKER. The explanation can only 


be received by unanimous consent. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The amount is stated in the 


report of the committee. 


The question was taken on Mr. Jonrs’s mo- 


tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
| 66, nays 119; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bil- 


| linghurst, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Brenton, Brooke, Broom, 


Buffinton, Burnett, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Ezra Clark, 


Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Craige, Cullen, Cumback, Jacob C. Davis, Denver, Dodd, 


Dowdell, Edmundson, Faulkner, Goode, Greenwood, 


| Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 


Houston, Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 


| Letcher, Lumpkin, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Miil- 


son, Millward, Pettit, Phelps, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
Ready, Ruffin, Sabin, Scott, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, ee Tyson, Vail, Watkins, Wheeler, 
Winslow, Wood, John V. Wright, and Zollicofver—66. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allen, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Burlin- 
ame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chatfee, 
Jayard Clarke, Clawson, Comins, Covode, Cox, Damretl, 
Davidson, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Durfee, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Evans, Flagler. Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Granger, 


Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Herbert, Hodges, 


Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas. Horton, Valentine 8. Hor- 


ton, Howard, Keitt, King, Knapp, ee eee Knox, 


Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum- 
phrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, 
Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mor 
rison, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Paine, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Perry, Porter, Pringic, 
Purviance, Ricaud, Rivers, Robbins, Roberts, Robison, 


| Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Seward, Sherman, Simmons, Snecd, 


Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Talbott, Tappan, 


| Taylor, Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, Underwood, Wade, 


. ; . ° ( 
communications which may hereafter be received || Washburne, E)lihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, W at- 


Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Cadwalader C. 


son, Wells, Whitney, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Daniel 
B. Wright—119. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to know what the 


|, expense of this printing will be. We have just 
| had Fosets to us this morning an estimate of 


a deficiency of nearly a quarter of a million of 


_ Mr. PHELPS. The division showsthatthere || Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Well, I with- |, dollars in the public printing for the current fiscal 


is ho quorum present. I demand the yeas and || draw the application, and move to have referred || year. . aie 
nays on the motion for a call of the House || to the Committee of Waysand Meansand printed || The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. || two communications from the Clerk of this House || the report of the committee will again be read. 
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There being no objection, the report was again 
Tread, 

The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
uon Was agreed to, 

Mr. FLAGLER moved to reconsider the vote 
ry which the resoluuon was agreed to, and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


} 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bilis, reported as truly enrolled a bill and joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker 
signed the same: f 

Anact (H.R. No. 365) for the relief of Charles 
L. Denman; aod 

Joint resolution (H.R, No. 23) in favor of John 
W. Nye. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the same committee, 
reported as correctly enrolled bills of the follow- 
ing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act for the relief of Amos B. Corwine; and 

An act for the relief of Joseph White. 


FURTHER REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. KNOWLTON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Brevet 
Major H. L. Kendrick; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of 
the Whole Hoase, and, together with the report, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of W. F. Wagner; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 


together with the report, ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Com- | 
merece, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac 8S. | 
Smith, of Syracuse, New York; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and, together with the 
report, ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. PELTON, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis- || 
| 


charged from the further consideration of the two several 
bilis entitled, “ A bill authorizing the purchase of a site | 
and the construction of a suitable building for a post office 
at the city of Brooklyn, State of New York ;” and “ A bill 
authorizing the construction of a building at Rochester, 
New York, for a custom house, post office, and United 
States court-room ;*’ and that the same be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. EUSTIS, from the Committee on Com- | 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of Puig, Mir 
& Co., of New Orleans; which was read a first | 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. A few days ago 
there was a_ petition of the Alexandria and | 


Liampshire Railroad Company referred under || the late Captain William H. Churchill, of the 


the rule; but through mistake, it was sent to the 


Committee for the District of Columbia, instead || second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 


of to the Committee on Public Lands. I desire 
that it be withdrawn from the Committee for the | 
District of Columbia, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


it was so ordered. 


Mr. OTERO asked leave to introduce a bill | 
making a grant of land to the Territories of New | 
Mexico and Kansas, and the State of Missouri, | 
in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of | 
a railroad insaid Territories and States. 

Mr. BURNETT objected. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass, an act (S. No. 200) for the | 
relief of Adam D. Steuart; which was referred | 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and or- | 
dered to be printed. 





On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was | 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims | 
be diecharged from the further consideration of the petition 
in the case of the beirs of Captain James Mugford; and || 
that the report be laid on the table and printed. 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was 


j 
Ordéred, That the said committee be discharged from the | 
further consideration of the petitions in the following cases, | 
and that they be referred to the Court of Claims : 
In the case of the heirs of Hudson Martin ; 
In the case of Samuel Gay ; | 
in the case ef the widow of William Tees; and 
in the ease of the petition of the heirs of Willis Wilson. | 


Mr. SANDIDGE, from the Committee on Pri- | 


vate Land Claims, reported a bill to revive anact 
entitled ‘‘ An act for the relief of the heirs or legal | 


| 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and, | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


HE 





| representatives of Pascal 


| 


| 








representatives of William Conway, deceased;”’ || 
which was read a first and second time, referred to | 
| a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to | 
| be prinied. 
| Mr. KENNETT. There was a private bill || 
passed at the last session of Congress for the || 
relief of Pascal L. Cerre, which has now been || 
| passed by the Senate with an immaterial amend- || 
iment. Lask, as this Is private bill dey that the 
bill be taken up and passed to-day. It is a case 
| of great merit, 
The bill was reported as follows: 
An act (H. R. No. 226) to authorize the legal || 
. Cerre to enter certain 
lands in the State of Missouri. 
Mr. KENNETT. It will not take more than 
a very few minutes to explain the circumstances 


| of this case. \| 


Objection was made. 


Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on Private || 
Land Claims, reported the following bills; which |, 
were severally read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and || 


| ordered to be printed: 


A bill for the relief of Regis Loisel, or his legal 
representatives; ’ 

A bill for the relief of Manuel D. Liza and 
Joachim D. Liza, or their legal representatives; 
and 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Haynes. 


On motion of Mr. PORTER, it was 


Ordered, Thatthe Committee on Private Land Claims be 
discharged trom the further consideration of the petition of 
Hugh Stephenson, and that the report be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. SAPP, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported bills of the following titles; 
which were read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, and, with || 
the accompanying reports, ordered to be printed: |! 
A bill for the relief of Jamas B. Wood; 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Stedman; and | 
A bill for the relief of Mary Ann Williams. 


Mr. SAPP, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases; which 
were laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 

Petition of George W. Smith; 

Memorial gf citizens of Ohio, praying for an 
amendment to the act of March 3d, 1855; 

Petition of Esther Wilson; 

Petition of R. A. Wainwright; 

Petition of Horatio Groomes; 

Petition of A. W. Desmak; and 

Petition of Julia A. Magan. 

Mr. CLARK, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of Mrs. Elizabeth M. Churchill, widow of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


United States Army; which was read a first and 
House, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARK also made an adverse report 


from the same committee, in the case of James | 


| 
| 


| 
E. Stewart; which was laid on the table and || 


ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr. CLARK, of New York, it 


was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition and 


papers of Terry Runnells, and that the same be laid on the 
table. 


Mr. DENVER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, made an adverse report in the case 
of Kerr, Bracely & Co.; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
reported back, with the recommendation that it 
do pass, an act (S. No. 404) for the relief of the 
officers and privates of the Clinton Guards, of 
the county of Macomb, in the State of Michigan; 
which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENSON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back sundry petitions, memo- 
rials, and remonstrances, relative to the action 
of the late naval retiring board, and sundry re- || 
monstrances of ship-owners and masters of ves- || 
sels, of Charleston, South Carolina, against the 
adoption of a uniform system of marine signals; 
which were laid on the table. 

Mr. BROOM, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported bills and a joint 


i 


| 
| 


} 


| 


| 
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, of pension due to his father, Baptist Jero, ; 


! it. 





January 16. 


resolution of the following titles; which we. 
severally read a first and second time, 
toa Committee of the Whole House. and. y 
the accompanying reports, ordered to be prinieg. 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Moody, 
A bill for the relief of Nancy Weeks, yi, 
of Francis Weeks, a revolutionary penisiny, 
A bill for the relief of the children of Wij;,,, 
Humphrey; and = 
A joint resolution relative to the serviers 5 
Brigadier General Andrew Pickens, of g, 
Carolina, in the war of the Revolution, - 


Mr. MILLER, of New York, from the sama 
committee, reported bills of the following ti\:«. 
which were severally read a first and second 1), 
referred to a Committee of the Whole Hoy...’ 
and, with the accompanying reports, ordered ;, 
be printed: 

A bill for the relief of the children of Hanns 
Wilcox, the late widow of David White, a poy, 
lutionary soldier; 

A bill for the relief of the children of Tonsay 
Lavainway; and 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Jero, for arrears 


refs rre Qa 


services in the revolutionary war. ” 

Mr. KNAPP, from the same committee, p. 
ported bills of the following titles; which wor. 
severally read a first and second time, referred tp 
a Committee of the Whole House, and, wit) the 
accompanying reports, ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of the children of Ira Johp. 
son, a revolutionary soldier; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Moe. 
Neill. 

Mr. OLIVER, of New York, from the Com. 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported bills of ihe 
following titles; which were severally read a first 
and second time, referred to a Commnnittee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying ;e- 
ports, ordered to be printed: sais 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth E. V. Field: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Monroe; and 

A bill for the relief of Mary W. Thompson. 


Mr. CRAIGE. Has the morning hour expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I move, then, that the rules 
be suspended, and the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Does not a motion too 
into the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar take precedence ? 

The SPEAKER. The tariff bill is the special 
order in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and although this is private bl 
day, the Chair is of opinion that the motion iv- 
dicated by the gentleman from Ohio dors not 
take precedence of the motion of the gentlemen 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. Cratce’s motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, made an adverse report in the case of W. 
W. Woodworth; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PAINE, from the same committee, re- 
ported, by unanimous consent, a bill to amend 
the several acts now in force relative to the Patent 
Office; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered fo be printed. _ 

Mr. WOODWORTH. 1 wish to state that tt 
was my intention, when the bill was introduced 
yesterday from the Committee on Mileage °Y 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. SNeep,) \" 
reference to the compensation of members ©! 
Congress, to. offer an amendment, with a view 
of having it printed with the bill; but I was 
engaged at the time, and did not have an oppo" 
tunity to present it, and 1 now ask the wat 
imous consent of the House to offer the amend- 
ment and have it printed. 

Leave was granted. 


Mr. AIKEN, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, an act (S. No. 363) to, procure 4 
bust in marble of the late Chief Justice Joho 
Rutledge, and moved the previous question upo® 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was read the third me 
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